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Arthur Prentice Rugg  (1862-1938) 

     Arthur P. Rugg of Worcester was Chief Justice of the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judical Court from 1911 until death in 1938.   

     Originally from Sterling, he made his career in law in Worcester, with 
service on the Common Council, as assistant district attorney, and as 
City Solicitor from 1897 to 1906 when he was appointed to the supreme 
court of the state.   

     He maintained a home in Worcester, on Pleasant Street, throughout 
his career on the court, as well as a summer home in Sterling.  

      In addition to an editorial and obituary notice in the Gazette, a link is 
provided here to a memorial tribute to Rugg entered at a special session 
of the Court, April, 1939:   
  https://www.mass.gov/person/arthur-prentice-rugg 

The tribute contains clues to his judicial leanings in references to 
landmark cases, but is not political in nature, and it provides a good 
summary of his rise from unknown to  recognized leader in the field of 
law.  The tribute said of him that “In twenty years, with no aid whatever 
and depending solely on his character, industry, and professional 
attainments, he made himself one of the recognized leaders of the 
Worcester County Bar.”  
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