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Ezra Churchill  (1827-1902) 

In 1873, the Worcester Police Department established for the first time the full-time position of detective, 
and to that position City Marshall Ansel Washburn named officer Ezra Churchill, a 46-year-old veteran of only 
a few years on the force.  After working in his original trade of “clicker,” a cutter of shoes and boots, in several 
locations, Churchill had joined the force in 1868 at the relatively advanced age for such a position of 46. 
Apparently he had impressed the command staff with his capabilities for detective work.   

The highlight of Churchill’s career was his pursuit and capture of Lucius Pond in 1875, “after a chase 
across the continent,” as The Spy described it, in the case covered in Mysterious Disappearance  
(WorcesterThen, 1915).  For reason unknown, he retired from the police department in 1880 after only seven 
years.  His remaining worklife was spent in a variety of positions, including salesman at several 
establishments in Worcester, and for some years he was in the wool trades in a partnership dealing in 
“shoddy” and rags at Washington Square.  He and his wife Myra Bosworth had four children, one of whom 
was a son, George Bosworth Churchill, born in 1867, and the subject of a separate WorcesterThen obituary 
notice.  

Ezra Churchill died of heart failure Jan-16-1902, the day before his 75th birthday, leaving a widow and four 
grown children.  The notices of his death in the press (below) were very complimentary concerning his work 
with the police department, emphasizing the Pond case and his role in the capture of a murderer in 1876 in 
what was described as a very prominent case.  Even though he didn’t remain with the department for very 
long, Ezra Churchill set the bar high for detectives who would follow.   

 



WorcesterThen.com 
 

 

 

See also the obituary notice for Ezra’s son George B. Churchill, whose career was distinguished and 

very different from that of his father. 
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