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Ezra Churchill (1827-1902)

In 1873, the Worcester Police Department established for the first time the full-time position of detective,
and to that position City Marshall Ansel Washburn named officer Ezra Churchill, a 46-year-old veteran of only
a few years on the force. After working in his original trade of “clicker,” a cutter of shoes and boots, in several
locations, Churchill had joined the force in 1868 at the relatively advanced age for such a position of 46.
Apparently he had impressed the command staff with his capabilities for detective work.

The highlight of Churchill’s career was his pursuit and capture of Lucius Pond in 1875, “after a chase
across the continent,” as The Spy described it, in the case covered in Mysterious Disappearance
(WorcesterThen, 1915). For reason unknown, he retired from the police department in 1880 after only seven
years. His remaining worklife was spent in a variety of positions, including salesman at several
establishments in Worcester, and for some years he was in the wool trades in a partnership dealing in
“shoddy” and rags at Washington Square. He and his wife Myra Bosworth had four children, one of whom
was a son, George Bosworth Churchill, born in 1867, and the subject of a separate WorcesterThen obituary
notice.

Ezra Churchill died of heart failure Jan-16-1902, the day before his 75t birthday, leaving a widow and four
grown children. The notices of his death in the press (below) were very complimentary concerning his work
with the police department, emphasizing the Pond case and his role in the capture of a murderer in 1876 in
what was described as a very prominent case. Even though he didn’t remain with the department for very
long, Ezra Churchill set the bar high for detectives who would follow.

FIRST WORCESTER DETECTIVE
—— Ezra Churchill

Churchill Leaves Record of
Good Police Work.

The funeral of Ezra Churchill, who died
Thursday, will be this afternoon at 2
o'clock from home, 27 Newbu;y street.
Rev. C. B. Lawson will officlate. The body
will be placed in the tomb at Hope ceme-

Esra

tery, and removed to Grafton in the
spring.
Mr. Churchill was the first regularly

appointed detective on the Worcester po-
llce force, He was born in Plympton,
Jan. 18, 1827. His parents were Isaac and
Mary Churchill. He learned the shoe
cutting trade at his home, and afterward
engaged in it at Grafton and Westboro.
He married Miss Myra Bosworth of Graf-
ton, and Oct. 20, 191, he and his wife
celebrated the 46th anniversary of thelr
wedding.

Mr, hurchill came to Worcester in
1866, and after working in shoe shops, was
appointed patrolman on the police forc
in 1868. In 1876 he was made a detective,
and was the first to act regularly in that
capacity.

His name as a detective
membered in connection with
mous Pond case. Lucius W.
manufacturer of machinists’ tools, was
digscovered in October, 1875, to be a de-
faulter to the amount of about $100,000,
He left Worcester and covered his steps
so -carefully his whereabouts were un-
known for a yvear. Finally, after careful
watching for a clue, the chief of police
learned that a trunk had been sent away
from his house, and Mr Churchill was
sent to follow the trunk. By a varted
route the trunk was traced to 8an Fran-
cisco. Before it arrived Mr. Churchill
had found his man in a San Francisco
hotel.

s best re-
the fa-
Pond, a

Telegram, Jan-18-1902

Though clean shaven of a heavy b ard,
the tefaulter was recognized and induced
to come back to Worcester by Mr.
Churchill without formal requisition. The
capture was none too soon,
had a ticket for Australla in his pocket,
and would have salled next day. Subse-
quently the absconder was sentenced to
15 years In prison, and was released after
eight years,

In 1876 Mr. Churchill,
Patrick O'Day, then a member of the
state police, helped capture John Mur-
vhy, afterward convicted of killing John
jullard of Shrewsbury. Mr. Churchill
wus given a spectal reward for his work
His connection with the force continued
till 1880, when he, retired

For some years he was a member of

with Inspector

tha Knights of Pythias. He leaves u
widow and four children, Mrs. 8. P.
Harding. Miss Fannle Churchill, George

I’ Churchill, professor of English and
rhetoric at Amherst, and Mlss Florence
Churchill Two brothers and two sis-

ters are living, Otis (‘hurchill of Abing-
ton, Reuben (ﬁxurrhﬂl of Boston and Mrs
Eunice Mowry and Mrs. Jane Drayton of
Worcester

for the man |
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FIRST MAN T0
BE DETECTIVE:

Ezra Churchill, Who Had Thatl
Distinction in Worcester, Is a!
Victim of Heart Failure Alter
an Eventful Life

SERVED TWELVE .EARS ,
IN POLICE DEPARTMENT

The-Capture of Lucius W. Pond
After a Chase Across the Con-
tinent the Most Important
Event in Connection With His|
Police Service ° '

Ezra Churchiil, the first regularly ap-
pointed detective on the Worcester
police force, died yesterday morning
about § o'clock. at his home, 27 New-
bury Street.” He-hud an® attack of
P heart- fallure Tuesday, from which he
nem«:d 10 have partially recovered
But A recurrence of the attack yesters
day morning proved fatal Tomorrow,
(lho day of the burial, Mr.  Churchill
would - have heen 75 years old

He wase born In Plymipton, addointmg
Plymouth, of which 1t wax formerly a
part, Jan. 1§, 1827,
one branch of the ¢hurchill family
which came’ from England in 1648 His
parents were Isaae and Mary Churchill

Hin early H{u: was passed In Piymp-
ton and he galned his education there,
He learned the trade of a shoe cutter
nnd was employed in shoe _shops in
Grafton and afterward in Westhoro
While in Grafton he married Miss Myra
Bosworth and on the 3th of last On-
tober the couple celebrated the-45th an-
niversary of their niarriage. .

Mr. Churchill came to Waorcester in
1866 and worked for a short . time In
ishoe shops. He was appointed  pa-
trolman on the police force in 1865, the
=ame year with the present  depuly
chief, Amos Atkinson, In 1876 Mr
Churchill wa» appointed detective and
was the first pesson to the force in that
capaclity.

Perhaps the most important event in
L his connection with the force huppened
in the previous year. Oct. 4; INT], 1t was
!'<ll:l.'n\c-rrd that Luctus W. Pond, manu-
facturer of machinist tools, was a de-

He belonged (o4

faulter to the wmount of about $100,000.

Ezra Churchill

The Worcester Spy, Jan-17-1902

| He had lefr town and his whereabouts
were not known., By order of W. Ansel

Washburn, the then ecity marshal,

Pond’s "house was  watched ind one
might a trunk was seen o be glven to
an expressman. Mr. Churchill went af-
| ter the trunk.- It was sent first to Bos-
| ton, thence Mr. Churchill followed

to Sacramento, Cal, where It was ad-
i"l’v asxed, to 1. D Wilson. He notitied
{ Wells, Fargd Express Company and the
‘trunk was traced to San Feanclsco. Be<
I fore it arrived, howeveér, My Churchiil
met his man n the San Francisco
Hotel and recognized him withough his
appearance had been altered by shav-
Ing off his beard.

Mr. Pond at first denled his identity
but finally consented  to acoompany
Mr. Churchill to Worcester without a
legul fight on requisition proce=dings.
When captured Mr. Pond had a ticket
for Australia,- good on a wteamer sati-|
ing the next day. Mr.Churchill brought |
| his prisoner back to Worcester, belng
met at Omaha by Clty Marsha! Wash-

n.
Pond was indieted on three counts
and convieted on all,. He was sen-
tenced to 15 years In prison but  was
pardoned after sérving elght
In 1876 Mr. ChHurchlll was active in
detecting John Murphy, whoe was con-

victed of murderink John Bullard of
Shrewsbury Mr. Churchill worked
on the case with Inspector_  Patrick

O'Day, then a member of the state po-
lee force. Mr. Churchill recelved 350
for his service on this case. Mr.
Churchill was a very buwy and effec-
tive member of the department until
his retirement in 1850, Since then he has
lived quietly and hag taken no promin-
ent part in business or public affalrs.

At his &ath he belonged to no or-
ganjzations though for several years
he belonged to the Knights of Pythias
MY (hurchUl was next to the youngest
of 14 children and he s survived by
two hrothers and two sisters. They are
Otls .Churchill of Abington, Reuben
Chuichill  of  Hoston,  Mrs. Eunice
Mowry and Mrs Jane Drayton, of Wor-
center. Hestdex a widow he leaves four
children, sra Sidney . Harding, Miss
Fannle (hurchill, George P. Churchill,
professor of English and rhetoric at
Amherst Coilege, and Miss  Fldrence
Churchtil, .

The. funeral services will be at his
late realdence, 27 Newbury Street, to-
morrow afternoon dt 2 o'clock.

See also the obituary notice for Ezra’s son George B. Churchill, whose career was distinguished and
very different from that of his father.
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