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George B. Churchill (1866-1925)

George Bosworth Churchill was born in Worcester in 1866, the son of
Ezra and Myra (Bosworth) Churchill. He attended Worcester schools,
and Ambherst College, Class of 1889. In 1897 he was awarded the Ph.D.
from the University of Berlin in English literature, specializing in the
works of Shakespeare. He was a member of the faculty of Amherst
College from 1898 to 1925, and was active in politics, serving as Town
Moderator for many years, as a Massachusetts State Senator, 1917-19,
and as a representative to the state constitutional conventions of 1917
and 1919, and in 1924 he was elected as a Republican to the U. S. (date unknown, probably

, i o early 1920s)
Congress, to represent the state’s Second Congressional District.
from the Biographical Directory of the U. S. Congress (online)
See also the obituary
CHURCHILL, George Bosworth, (1866 - 1925) notice for his father,

Ezra Churchill, an
interesting and
unique figure in

CHURCHILL, George Bosworth, a Representative from Massachusetts; born in Worcester, Mass.,
October 24, 1866; attended the grammar and high schools, and was graduated from Ambherst (Mass.) W fthe 19th
College in 1889; taught in the Worcester High School until 1892; moved to Philadelphia and taught orcester ol the

in the William Penn Charter School, and at the same time took a postgraduate course at the century.

University of Pennsylvania 1892-1894; went to Europe and studied in the University of Strassburg,

Germany, in 1894 and 1895, and then attended the University of Berlin, Germany, 1895-1897;

returned to the United States and became assistant editor of the Cosmopolitan Magazine in 1897 and

1898; member of the faculty of Amherst College 1898-1925; moderator of Amherst 1905-1925;

member of the State senate 1917-1919; delegate to the State constitutional conventions in 1917 and

1919; elected as a Republican to the Sixty-ninth Congress and served from March 4, 1925, until his

death in Amherst, Mass., July 1, 1925; interment in Wildwood Cemetery.

(continues)
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Churchill’s return to Worcester from Europe in 1897, with his Ph.D. in hand, was
covered by the Worcester Spy of August 6, 1897, with a notably enthusiastic and
scholarly discussion of his dissertation research on Shakespeare. In society page style,
the article noted that the couple had been spending a few days with his parents on
Wellington Street, and that they planned to spend the rest of the Summer with her
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Loring Coes of Main Street.

George B. Churchill
The Worcester Spy
Aug-06-1897

WITH STUDENT’S HONORS.

!Owr;c B, Churchil Returns from Three !
| Years' Study in Germany,

Mr. Churchill took his degree June 16,
and left at once for England, where

George B Churchill of this clity has
.jue'. returnsd from threoe years® atudy
in vermany at the universition of Stras-
"burg and Derlin, bringing home the
treasured degeve of Ph. 1 Hie studies
have been devoled almost ebtirely to
Engitsh langudge and literalure. The
universitlies of Strasturg and Detlin are
two of the most prominent in the world,
The Berlln university ranks firat and
| the Btrusburg second, hut It Is not eo
much the university as the men that
,lh(- student looka to In Germany, One
funlversity may excel in all departs
ments but oné, and be far superior to
all others in that one particular. Con-
seqquentily, the studest looks toward
the univeralty which has a professor
who excels In the particuiar line which
he wishes to take up.  Consequently,
1 Mr, Churchitll went to Strasburg firet to
' be near the great Poof, Alols Brandl,
(author of a superb history of Eaglish
| literature,  Prof. Arandl was the suc.
L cessor of Prof, Ten Drinck, whoee his-
tory of English literature ls considered
,the hest in oxisr=nes, He was clbed
(am Prof. Ten Hrinck's sucressor as be-
Ing ihe Nrst man In Eangland on the
rubject,

After Mr. Churchill had studied a
year at Strasburg, Prof. Hrandl was
iealled to Herlin, and the Worcester
'wtudent followed him there,

During his vacatlonas, Mr. Churchill
land his wife, who has bDeen with him,
have itravels] extepalively, A spring
| vacation was spent in ltaly and a fall
I vncation in the Alps,  Oermahy has
| bewn well traversed, and Paris interest.
ed them for a time together with other
trips about the contipent.

he was engaged for slx weeks In  the
Oxford, lanteth Palace and Reitish
Museum lbrasioe prephring a descrip-
tive nx.\hrm- of the Latin univemmity
plays exlsting at the thne of Shakspere,
The task wae aeslgnad him by the Ger-
man Shakspers Soclety, and with 1t
came a handsome payment, to which
may be added the revenus to repult
from tre pubdeation. The work will
be published soon I the year book of
the soclety,

The purpose of the etudy was to de-
termine as far as possible what Influ-
etice the univorsity plays had upon the
popular English dramae, and whether
the Intluence was reciprocal, The Ine
vestigation proves that the Influence
was shared by both schools, it may
bé Interowiing to know that this work
has never been taken up Lefore in a
careful manner, and many of the oid
plays lying In the lbraries In manu-
seript have not evets been read by mod-
ern men

During study InGermany, Me, Church-
ill har had under reparation for pube
lleation & work, “Richard 1M1 Up 1o
Shakspere,” which contalne a careful
description and analysis of all the ma-
terial, historical and Hiterary, reganrding
Richard 111, which wae in  existence
when. Shakspere wrote his play, and
from which he drew material. In other
words, 1t is an attempt to ecatablish ex-
actly what Rhakspere found ready at
hand and what he Dimueelf created or
ie responsible for in the play.

There has been some discumslon over
the fact that Shakepere amigns the
death of Clarence to Richard. Slnce
the time of tha king, additlonal crimes
have been psaign to bim, untll his
record has grown blncker and blacker.
Bhakspere has been accumed of black-
enlng Richard's character. for 1t was!

amerted bLefore Shakspere's time there
WAS no mention that Richard was re-
sponsible  for Clarence's death. Mr,
Churchill In his studies discovers that
there was a popular tradition existing
at the time of the great dramatist, mc-
cepted by many and found in two or
three works previous ta  Shakspers's
fime, that Richard waw responsible for
the death of Clarence. This cleara the
Rreat writer's recard of one crime that
has been placed against him,

The book  studies  thoroughly the
sources of the play, and (s embodied In
€00 pages. The student discovers that
there were two plays on Richard pre-.
viouns to Shakepere's still {n existonce
one In Latin, and the other In English,
called “The True Tragedy of Richard
ITL" It haw been an Important ques-
tlon among eritica for some thne as to
how much Bhakspere used these old
plays.and this work shows more clearly
than has ever been done what Shaks-

re borrowed and what he  created,

ther parts of the book deal with the
poems, ete, and the matter from which
Uterary men bhave got  material for
works on Richard. The book will be of
Inestimable wvalue to the student of
Shakspere or his great tragedy, The

work s In procesa of publication by
Trubner of Strasburg, and will be out
before many months,

Mr. and Mrs. Churchill. have Dbeen
vidnw with Mr, Churchill’s nts,
T3 Wellington street, for several

They will apend the remalinder of the
summer at the home of Mr, and Mra
Loring  Coes, 1040 Maln street. Mra
Coen s Mra. Churchill's grandmother
Mr. Churchiil's plans for the future
2::0 not beenn Anally a4, dbut he will
Btléas acoept & professorship of Bne
xilsh lterature in some universty.
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CHURGHLL 15
DEAD BEFORE
HE GAN SEAVE

Elected to Congress to
Succeed Gillett in
House, Life Ends Sud-
denly at Amherst

EMINENT EDUCATOR,
WORCESTER NATIVE

DR. GEORGE B, CHURCHILL
—_——

Dr. George B. Churchill, a native
of Worcester, representative in Con-
gress from the Second Massachusetts
dlatrict and for 10 years professor of
English literature at Amherst col-
|lege, died at hls home, “The Dell”
Amherst, last night, from Qlcers of
the stomach complicated by heart
trouble. He was 59 years old

Pref. Churchill had never taken
his seat In Congress. Elected last fall

after & hard fight in the Republican
primaries, he succeeded Speaker
¥rederick H. Gillett who entered the
denats. He had established himsall
a8 one of the foremost men In his
district, and previously, In 1918, had
been urged as a capdidate for Sen-
ate, It Leing proposed that he con-
test the nomination with Speaker
Giilett on the lssue of prohibition
His succesnor will be elected ar a
spacial election soon.

Dr. Churchill had been working too
hard, his physielans belleve. He wan
A Dusy man In hls college work and
e an author and lecturer. In addi-
tion he had taken his dutles in Con-
gress very seriously and had devoted
much time to preparing himself ror
them. He was to have taken two
years leave of abrence recently
grantsd him by the college,

George Bosworth Churchill wans
born In Worcester, Oct. 24, 1544, the
son of Ezra and Myra (Bosworth)
Churchill., He prepared for college
at Worcester High school, graduated
from Amharst In 1889, and recelved
his master of art from that college
in 1892, He pursued a post graduate
course for some years abroad, study-
Iing at the University of Strasburg In
1504 to 1895, and In the University of
Berlin from 1895 tq 1897, recelving
his PA.D. from thellatter Inatitution

After teaching In the Worceater
high eschool and the Willlam Penn
Charter school in Philadelphia, he be-
came associate editor of the Cosmo-
politan Magasine. In 1598 he was
made assoociate professor of English
and publie speaking at Amherst and
later assoclats professor of English
Hteratura. Since 1908 he was full
professor,

Prof. Churchill achleved a world-
wide reputation as & Bhakespearian

r. He was an author, lecturer
and world traveler. He speclalized
in drama. He was a member of tho
German Shakespeare Qesellschart, the
Modern Language Association of
America, the Malone soclety, and the
Chi Phl and Phl Beta Kappa. He
was Amerioan aditerial representative
of the Jahrduch der Deutschen
BEhakespeare Oesellachaf,

He was the author of "Richard 111
Up to Shakespeare,” and of a descrip-
tive catalogue of the Latin Univers-
ity plays of Fngland the time of
Elisabeth, colladborating with Prof.
Wolfgang Keller and editor of “The
Country Wife™ and “The Plain Deal-
er” by Wychorly and of Shakespeare's
“Richard 111"

George B. Churchill
Evening Gazette, Jul-02-1925

Country Wife™ and “The Plaln Deal-
er” by Wycherly and of Shakespeare's
“Richard 111"

Dr. Churchill had taken an active
Intereat In politics for years. He rep-
resented hile district In the Massa-
chusetts Senate from 1917 to 1919
and wag & member of the Massachu-
setts Constitutional Conventlon.

He married In 1803 Miss Pelle E
Whittler of Marcer, Mo, who survives
him, with two daughters, Mrs. Wil
lard M. Tho of New York and Mis,
Rosamond C. Chureh!ill of Amherst
and two sisters, Mrs, Sidney P. Hard-
ing of Worcester and Mrs. Bdgar P.
Ramedell of Charlotte, 8. C,

See also the obituary notice for his father, Ezra Churchill, an interesting
and unique figure in Worcester of the 19t century.



