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Daniel Waldo Lincoln (1813-1880)

Lincoln, son of the second Levi Lincoln, was president of the Boston & Albany Railroad when he met
his death in a very unusual accident involving a railroad. Along with the “sketch of his life,” the
obituary notice in the Evening Gazette gave a detailed explanation of the accident, and the next day
offered another with a diagram.

EVENING GAZETIE.
woncn;h. MASS. )
"FRIDAY EVENING, JULX 2, 1880,
DANIEL WALDO Lzlirbom

The gud jen death by accident of Hon. D, .

Waldo Lineoin is one of those dispensations

of Provid nce which is hird to realize, ‘I'he:
suddenness of the sh(ck dulls a little the’

sensibilities and s> tempers to an extent the
wide spread s zrow which is felt at hig loss,
For Mr. Liwtyio, ro far es mortal eye
could see, had«nsay years of lifc and use
fuleers yct before bim:; It is- be had
reachi>d a time of life when the infirmities
of age begin to creep upon: fhost men, but
Be bad ivberitcd a hardy coostitution, as
well as a good name, and hllm;ubowedi
still vigorous manhood. Few citizens who

have been so little in public life have been’
respected as!
man of

#0 well - known and so w

Mr. ;| Liucoln. - He was a
strong character and pcdtln views,
yet a kiodly: eourtesy &nd ‘a well
balanced temperament led him to use the
power of his will with a temperate consid-
eration for the rights and opinions of otjixrs.
Diguified, yet rot formal in manners, he
bore well the credit of an ancient name,
which has been greatly honored in Massa-
chusetts. In his personal relations, “he
was a staunch friend and s wise counsellor.
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He was prudent and of simple tastes,
but without a shadow of perruriousness.
He. was always ready to bear his part as
a citizen, bt be avoided rather than sought
office, and those which be bas held were
taken aém matter of duty, aod . not me'_
political ambition, - It has been said of Kim'

‘that he always did bis duty: in whatever po-

sition he was placed, and tbis is high-praise.
Those who baveé heep closely mssocidted
With bim bear testimony not w®aly to bis
cpnecientious work in all positions of trust,
both public and private] but ‘to the intelli-
gence and clear-headed business tact which he
brought to bear on every tack which beé un-
dertook. The main events of his life'are de-
tailed cl‘ewhm In tbig place; we can
only express ina basty antrimperfect man-
ver the senee of loss wlieh is félt in the
community at his death ‘snd the shock
which bas been caused by 4ts suddenness.
A gocd cilizen, an ‘npright, wise, and
kindly man, bis stetling worth was_spote-
ciated at its full. He bas done bis work in
life nobly, and the! Jove and esieem in
which be was held was fairly eanml.
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A PUBLIC CALAMITY.
Death of Men. B. Walde Lincelwm.

A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE.

The city was painfuily startied, at about 7}
o'clock last evening, by s telegram annownciny
the death, by accident, of Hon. Daniel Walde
Jdocoln, at New London. The news spréud
rapidly, and there was soob a hm‘thmxm:n-

at the h office, awalting the

reception of particulare, while the eveut waa
‘the theme of discuseion,

1 s with their host
ut his sammer ll-oortl pnear th city. In the
were several prominent citizens of
g::nngﬂeld and New Longdon,one ot whom, the
| wife of Dr. Willlam Appletop ot Buston, was
also killed. Mra. Appleton was the daugnter
of Mr. G. G. Hammond, a prominent citizen of
New London, and was but 25 years old. She
had been married byt about two years, and
with her babe was rpending the summer with

her parents,

THE ACCIDENT,

Mr. Liacoln and a party of his frlends went
down from Springfleld with the Directors’ car
of the Boston and Albany road to see the race,
and, as an act of courtesy, the New London
Northern officlals attached the car in which
they #ame, together, witt a small 'platform. car
that they also brought, to tLe lower end of the
observation train. Tibis train was drawn by
two engines, one at each end. and consisted of
25 platform cars Oited with plank seats ced

thwise, ranged in _as amphitheatrical form,
and rising from the of the car on the
water slde to a helght of some 10 feet at the
back. They were, perhaps, two-thirds filled
with people, which made a heasy traln and
one, not easy to stop or stert.

no avall; they were beyond human
‘of the ralls, with his head toward
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Mr. Lincoln and Mrs. Appleton. rode in the
Directois’ car up té the startisz point, and,
when the crews cawe Into tion, went out
upou the platform where 1hey seated them-
felves dpon a box and awalted the race the
rest of thelr party being on the piatform car.
The train started with the boats, but, when the
accident happened to Yale's outrizzer and the
crews turned back, there scemed (0 e a mis-
underrtanding  between the engineers at
the two ends of the lung traln, and they did not
stop in unieon. The rear of the up-river end of
the little flat car was toesed ap, eaking the
couplings and throwlng Itstrack from the track.

The Directors’ car was jerked forward by the
release of the load froms the forward engine,
and Mr. Lincouin and Mrs. Appleton were hurled
off upon the ralls, The front wheels of the flat
car crushed Mr.Lincoln, and the lady was bad-
Iy mutilated. Everybody else on the car* escape

without injury except inthe way of bruises,
Dr. Borlan of New on, A relative of Mra.
Appleton, was on the car and ed to the

ald of the unfurtunages, but ronuJ;n skill of

P.
Mr. Lincolo evidently fell lengthwise of one
the eng'ne.
The wheels passed over his left loot, efushin
it, over the right leg near the body, nearly =cv-
eriog it from the body, the whole leagth of the
right arm and 80 clnse to the head as %0 bruise
the right sar. He lired laes than an hoar. bat
was unconsclous, Mrs, Appleton lived but a
few minutes. :

There was great confusion on the train in-
stantly the aceident became kpown, and it was
sume time befure the sad news was correefly
sent to the city. Exaggerated reports off The
disaster wete afloat, and hnndreds of peopls
w ho had friends oa the train were vanic stNck-
en sad hastened to the scene as rapidly as pos-
sible In ull sorts of conveinpces.  The crowds
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:tl'l:e u{nndln:d were ﬁ;&mlhmumm
e hurried departure of specustors anXious
dmmmdmm

BIOGRAFPHICAL.

Daniel Waldo Lincoin was a native of Wor-
cester: he was born January 16th, 1813, and
_was gonsequently i bik 68th year. He wisthe
third som of the late Levi Lincolr, who was a
Jjudge of the Btate Supreme Court, a Governor
of this State, a Representative in Coogress, and /|
collector of the Port of Boston under President
Tyler; he was grand-son of the elder Levi Lin-
-| colr, who was also a Governor of this stete and
a Representative in Congrees, besides being U.
N. Attorney-General under President Jeffer<on,
and was appointed. a*U. 8. Sapreme Court
Judge by President Madison, but declined to
serve. One brother, Lev), died a Colooel inthe
Mexican war. Twoothers, Gen. Wm. 8. sod
Edward Winslow survive him. '

He was ated at Harvard 'n the class of
1831, with Lothrop Motley, Wendell Phillips,
Dr. George C. Snattuck, T. G. Appleton, the
late Dr. ShurtleMaod others well knowa in this
community. He was admitted to the bar in
Worcester in 1834, and practi-ed law for n few
years, after which he gave his attention to hor-
ticultare and farming. He estiblished and. for
several years condupted an extensive nurseiy
on the south sidé of Plearant Btreer:in the aréa
now bounded by Pledmont, Auswo and Belle-
vue Streets.

He was called into public servide in 1846 as a
member of the Legislature, and was 8 meémber
of the Board of ‘Aldermen In the years 1858 and
1859 He was elected Mayor of the dity in 1863
and 1864, and since his other éngagements
have withdrawn him from more active partici-
pation in lo¢al affairs he has served as a mem-
ber of the Sinking Fund Commission, and was
its chairman at the time of his death,
chosan a Director of the Public Library in
1865, but resigned after two or thpee years' of
service

He became a Director in the on-and Wor-
cester railroad in 1858, and was Vice-Presi-

‘dent, and practicslly itd Presidsht in 1867-8
when Hon. Gnery Twiehell 3is-in Congress.
On its consoligation with the Wesfern road in

. Albany road he was clected Vice President, and

| and for years was an active _member of the

He was |

1867 under the present pame of the Boston and
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in 1878, on the retirement of Chester Chapin he
was pluced In the position of President, hold-
ing it until his death, /

'Elo has had intimatp connection with the pab-
lic finencial institatiéns of the city during near-
Iy the whole of his active life. He was a Di-
rector inthe Citizens Bank from Oct. 1835 to
15872, and has been a Tinstee of the Worcester
County lostitution. of Siviogs since . 1855, and
a Director.in the Worcester National Bank,
gince Junuary, 1879, In all these positions his
wiedom and t has been a constantly

ifested power contributing to their success.
was actively Interested id pearly every
fea of local affaire, pnd was an ve mewm-
ver and §as been President of the Worcester
Agricaltural Bociety and the Worcester Conaty
Horticu Soclety. He was also &' Trastee
ot the Rural cess‘orycotpormou,- member of-
theold Worce Firé .Saclety, and of the |
Americun Anllqugn Society. He was ope of
zronndem [ 1 uarch of the Uaity, and
always beéen interested In its pros-
perity and promioentia its administration.
_He 100K &0 acClive INTerestn (ne 1ocal miiua, |

Worcester Light Infantry. Heé.was elected an
ensign March 15, 1837; lieatenantJhly 4, 1837;
captain April 28, 1838, serving with geat credit
and honor till his r atiqn, y 11,
1841, As commander of the l-nsnl‘l;; at the
time of the organization of* the Woiceater
Guards, 10 1840, organiz=d as g whig mill
company In a time of great political ex>
citement daring the memorab'e presidéntial
eampaign of that year, he was the ouly
whig jo politics who remnained In, the old or
ganization. At the time of tbe depart ot
the Infantry at the ognlng of thé war ¢t the
rebelllon in April, 1861, he took an actixe and
prominent part for the promotion of thd wel-
fare of its members, and commanded the Lyne
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company which took its place darinyg the ab-
sence of the active company. On the orgaii-

tew years ago, he was one of the most inter-
 est and contributed fally to its suc-
cess. He had in preparition 8 history of the
company, which It is hoped is go far advanced
that its publication majy.b¢ ed.

The above, a mere mmwr te po-itions
in which Mr. Lincoln has called to serve,
indicates that he was one of fhe most active
and useful men of his generstion, nome of
whom In Worcester have filled so many coun-
spicuous and onerpus positions, and it may be

fidelity and perrongl honor. with exce'lent and
sound judgment, #id to thé complete satininc-
tion ef the public and the corperations in whese
rervice he was engaged. -
In bis relations to the city he has always been
conservative, but ready to act vigorously and
widely upon all qaestions of moment, It was
under hiv'.administration as Mayoer that thethen
stnpendons undertaking ot the Introduction of
water frzL ude Brook was inaugurated, and
his term of war aléo in the most cl'htcal
period of the. war, whea w»very municipaiity
was fally taxed to meet the demands of ti¢ na-
tional goverasmeot for wmen and supphes. | In
every phase ot this work he wagactive, patriot-
ic and able, and Worcester owes much of her

zation of the Veteran Corps of the compaoy,a |

sufely sala he acquitted bimseif In each with |

prouad record ‘of military service in  that,
struggle to his_ wise and T acs
tion. 'In the of lm

organizing relief RKr - the men at thefregnt,
and for t'.neir fdc -~ r«:t‘plﬁmu::uu hﬂm‘ . “;n
preparations for on e returniyg
veterans, he showed himsell a patriotic cifizen,

has had a large share in shaping the flnancial
policy of the city by his compreheénsion of
Its needs and resogirces; and as & member of iis
Sinking Fuod Commission, his\latest municipal
service, he has lrlbl‘tod mugh to it8 present
favorable financial position [

and an execative officer of siznal ability. He |
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As a railway official he has had a wide repu-
tation for extended knewledge of the detail of
the businese, and round judgmednt and wive
conservatism o administration ; and the lsflex-
ible integri'y which everywhere marked his life
has given the confidence which compels ruc-
cesein every enterprise with which he was con-
necred.

As a private citizen he was generous and hos-
pitable, and his mantion was frequeniiy open
1or the receptiva and entertainment of public
guesis who wight often, bat for his munif-
cence, have been a public charge. In this re-
spect ‘he Kkept alive, with a lav-
ish hand, the traditions of his fam-
ll:'l’ for the two recedi generation=.

18 interest in hot't are ‘the fluer forme
of agricultore was intense and Inteltigent, und
this whole county owes him a debt of gratitude
for the impetus whieh Le gave these pursdits
daring his early life. When the coliege races

‘'were held here, he took an active Interest in

them, and was I -in making all necessary
and possible pr , Dot_oa'y for the care
and convemience #f the crews, but for the

transit and comfort of the erowds of visitors
who thronged to see them, and his interest,
thus born, doabtiess led to his attendance on
the cecaston which cost him his Ife,

In his domeetls relations I'n‘;:. let,

::u:‘-l::ﬁ:qdm m‘om‘ 5
ol e e

Is wifls was ¥ Fi ©
e, Sy, Lo
¥ enves & Linco 1

two deaghters, one of . Mary, is wife of

Juseph K. Davis,Esq. The other, M
has resided with him at the Elm  8treet man-

Pmd::.d was his companion on the trip 1o New
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the . The rhock threw
many of the rrty down ioto their seats. Mr.
Lincoin and Mra. Appleton, being onthe end,
were thrown over the railing. Mr. - Lincole fell
under the wheels on his side of the ¢ar, and the
front truck passed over him before the train
stopped, 8o that those looking over the back
the car Ev him as he lay-hopelessly hugt
the rall, ‘&t the poiot B in the A
not appear that Mre, Appleton was touchen by
the wheels, but her neck was probably brok

i:

by the fall and her death was Instantaneous
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According o the Norwich Bulletin, the three
men on the southein engioe, one of whom was
Mr. Spauiding, Geoeral Freight Ageuat, are
ready to testify that the southern e was
not working at all at the time. but was
;Imply moving as the cars vr?‘. ultto-"lgw

avy palace car was snapped & weight
at the end of a string. when it Issuddenly tight-
ened. Those on the platform car speak of It
being raised op, and the front truck was de-
railed. This featare wignt resuit from this car
being lower than the directors’ car; a snap ag
described would jJerk it upwards, while to those

‘| ou the ca-, it would seem to be pushed up-

wards. Mr. Romrill and possibly Mr. Bliss
were standing on the platform of the directors’
car. Jt will be seen that the anfortunate victims
of’ the accident could not be charged with
carelessness, as has been done in New London
to excalpate the raliroad people.  Whether the
engineers were to blume, the reader can judge.
Wi have given what we believe to be a true
explanation of the accident.




