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Austin P. Cristy (1850-1926)

Cristy was the founder, editor and publisher of the Daily Telegram and the Sunday Telegram, from
1884 until he sold them to Theodore T. Ellis in 1919. The best source on the Telegram and Cristy is
Albert B. Southwick, 100 The Story of the Telegram 1884-1984, available at the W.P.L. Also
recommended: Southwick column in Telegram & Gazette, Jul-09-2009:
http://www.telegram.com/article/20090709/column21/907090655

From Charles Nutt, History of Worcester and Its People, p. 85:

AUSTIN PHELPS CRISTY, Founder, Owner, and Publisher of the “Worcester
Telegram,” was born in Morristown, Vermont, May 8, 1850, son of John Baker and
Louisa Lydia (Cooke) Cristy. He is of the fifth generation from Captain John
Cristy, born 1714, died December 18, 1766, a pioneer and prominent citizen of Wind-
ham, New Hampshire. He was of Scotch ancestry, his family coming from the north
of Ireland with the early settlers of Londonderry, New Hampshire, in 1718 or very
soon afterward. John Cristy was an inn-keeper as well as farmer. He was select-
man of Windham for many vears, moderator of the town meetings and held other
places of honor and trust.

Mr. Cristy attended the public schools of Reading, Massachusetts, and graduated
from the Reading High School in 1868. He completed his preparation for college at
Monson Academy, graduating in the class of 1869, and entered Dartmouth College,
from which he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1873. After-
ward he studied law in the office of Leonard & Wells, of Springfield, for a year and a
half, when he was admitted to the bar at Springfield. Immediately afterward he
began to practice his profession in Marblehead, Massachusetts. After one year, how-
ever, he came to this city, opening a law office in the Taylor building, No. 476 Main
street.

In 1882 he was appointed assistant clerk of the Central District Court of Wor-
cester and filled this office until September, 1884. He resigned to engage in business,
establishing the “Worcester Sunday Telegram,” the first issue of which was ‘dated No-
vember 30, 1884. Two years later the first issue of the “Daily Telegram” appeared.
Both ventures proved highly successiul from the beginning, and the growth in circu-
lation was rapid and steady. The “Telegram” became the newspaper of largest cir-
culation in Central Massachusetts and for many years has been one of the most
influential and prosperous newspapers of New England. Mr. Cristy has been editor
and publisher of the “Telegram” from the beginning. For a few years he conducted
it through the medium of a corporation known as the Telegram Newspaper Com-
pany, but some years ago this corporation was dissolved, all other stockholders having
sold their interests to him. In politics he is a staunch Republican, and his newspaper
has given to the Republican party its unqualified support at all times. Mr. Cristy is as
faithful as ever to his duties at the office, after more than thirty years of strenuous
labor, devoting himself with remarkable energy and brilliant results to his newspaper.
In July, 1899, the plant was moved from No. 386 Main street to Franklin Square, and a
thoroughly modern equipment added. In November, 1910, the “Telegram” occupied its
new building on Franklin street, built by Mr. Cristy for the exclusive purpose of
puhhslm)g his newspaper. A new and larger press was installed, new linotype machines
and equipment provided, making the printing plant most complete and efficient. The
business offices and editorial rooms are both artistic and attractive, as well as con-
venient and well-planned for their purposes.

Mr. Cristy’s home on Salishury street is an imposing and handsome structure, of
soull_wm Colonial style of architecture, spacious and artistic, with grounds that do
credit to the art of the landscape architect. He is a member of the Worcester Auto-
mobile Club, the Worcester Country Club, and the Chamber of Commerce.

_ Mr. Cristy married (first) in March, 1876, Mary Elizabeth Bassett, who died in
November, 1913, a daughter of Henry and Mary (Paige) Bassett, of Ware, Massa-
chusetts. He married (second) January 12, 1915, Katherine V. Horan. Children,
b(;rn in this city: 1. Horace, born December, 1876; educated in the public schools of
W gr‘c'ester, the Classical High School and Dartmouth College (A. B., 1900) ; since then
associated with his father in the publication of the “Worcester Telegram;” married
Caro Ellsworth, daughter of J. Lewis and Lizzie (Richmond) Ellsworth. (See biog-
raphy). 2. Austin Phelps, Jr., born December, 1878; fitted for college in the Wor-

cester schools and entered Dartmouth, from which he was graduated in 1902; drowned
at Chesterfield, New Hampshire, June 17, 1902, 3. Mary Lavinia, born July, 1882, 4.
Roger Henry, born August, 1886; educated in the public schools and private schools
oi this city and at the Military School, Ossining, New York: now on the staff of the
"'l’.lvg\r;nx}i." 5. Edna Virginia, born August, 1888; graduate of the Bennett School,
New York. :
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P. GRISTY IS DEAD;
WILL BE PRIVATE

e e B x

Carrying with him to the “orld iu yond the secret motive
which dmpelled him to end his life with-a bullet, Austin P. Cristy
founder and for 35 years publisher of The Worcester T--lcmm,
died at the City hospital at midnight as the result of a self.
inflicted wound just below the heart,

Whatever confidences he may have .
revealed to the members of his fam-

| iy, who were at the bedside In his

last hours on earth, the public at
large can only speculate as to m-x
¢ ause of his fnal desparate act after
& lifetime In which he achleved con-
splcuous success Ia the great busi-
ness adventure of establishing a
prosperous mewspaper and gleaning
an impressive fortune.

The fumeral of Mr. Cristy wil
be strictly private, It was an.
nounced by the family this neen,
through George Sessions & Sons

| Co. Friends are saked met to |
| somd Sewers. The tlme and place
were et stated. |
Throughowt yesierday there scsmed
a0 ekoellent eohirce for Mr.|
1o the early |
wheti be began to ahow signs
of weakening and later on In the|
dight he began to sink rapidly. Mrs

Cristy and hls two sona Horace W.
| and Roger, Wwere summoned and re-'
ymained at thé bedside until the end.
| Speculation as to the real motive)
was but matural. Those who knew
Continued on Fage Thres I

(adjacent column)
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'PRIVATE FUNERAL
" FOR A. P. CRISTY

(Continued from Pl.. One)

Mr. Cristy best were Inclined today
! to attribute his act to a combination
of caunee.

That he was not financially em-
barrased, in spite of stories of large
loases in the -stock market In recent
years, Is considerde an establisher
fact. That he ‘was bothered more or,
less by physical Infirmity in his ad-
vancing years, praticularly ‘increas-
ing deafness, Is thought to bhave|
preed upon his mind. :

Furthermore, Inhctivity In any of |
the fileds In wjhith he had enjoyed|
may have caused depression. Out |
of the newspaper game for a number
of years Mr. Cristy has turned his
attention to the stock market exten-|
sively.

Those who associated with him |
most slosely say that he played It
hard and he had played hard nnd,
workedhard In.ths fiewspaper dusi~
ness. But'it Is a pretty well estaby”
lished fact that he had Mone little
trading during the past year and cir-
tutlly none in the past two months,

Those who held themselves tu be
his frlends ar? today inclined to feel
that be just became tired of life and
physiclans who attended him say that
had he possessed any will to hve he
could have survived the wound. '

. LEFT BIG FORTUNE .

Carries Mystery of Hu Lu! Desperate Act in
| Shooting Himself to the Grave With Him—
| Comenltad Raston §aw Fiem Ramavding
| Draft of Will, but Is Not Known to Have
| Executed Document—No Announcement \
as to Time or Place of Final Services

It is genecriklly beMeved that Mr.
Cristy left a large fortune. It Is
known, of course, that he speculated
in stocks, had done so for years, but
'associates today expressed emphatic
| bellef that whatever losses he may
| have Incurred were not of sufficlent
| size to have Impaired his estate se-
riously, His Income fro years had
|heen a very large one. It Is belleved
‘lhn the cost of his living, Including
the maintenance of his Sallsbry-street
‘el(lle. did not by any means \qud

Icho unoun! of money recelved from
his Investments, His recent market
transactions, so far as anyone. has
been able to learn, were on a rela-
tively . small scale. Therefore they
look to ree the settlement of the
estate yleld a handsame figure,
Know WIill Was Drawn
Naturally much Inter-at exists as
to the dispositiem which be has made

of his estate.. Jt is known that he
made a wlill several years ago. But
as to whether It has bean aniended by
codliclls or & new will was made lat-
er, seems to be known to no one un-
less it be the members of his fmme-
diate famlly or his personal attor-
ney. Formerly, Rufus B. Dodge look-
‘ed after his legal affalrst. More re-
cently they have been attended to,
from time to time, by Frank C, Smith,
Jr., of Thayer, Smith & Gaskill; T.
Hovey Gage, of . Gage, E:mlllon.
June & White, and Sherman L. Whip-
ple of Boston. Mr. Whinple’s dffice,
it Is ynderstood, was consulted by Mr.”
Cristy In the making of a wlil, but
not recently, and never executed
such a document for him. The other
law offices mentioned this morning
either denled knowlelue of a will
or declined to discuss the matter.
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SOME SIDELIGHTS SHED 1850—Austin P, Cristy—1926
ON LIFE OF A. P. cmsn' 194

Sense of Humor and Often Wu-&
of Kindliness ' Hidden Behind Mask-Like
Countenance — Stories of Men Who
Worked W-th i |

-*'-”(;ountemoe—Stmu of Men
Worked With and for Him Reveal

Surprises — How Resourceful L
“Aware of Human Side, Saved Their Jobs
A P. Cristy, editor, pubhshe m llllphelhle { | }

f {nfnd intensely hated, loved by a few who M h- best,
foandls human and, .what few mhzed a ‘humorist, died as he
L""“ as his-own will dictated.

From Bac ¢nd of the cosnyry (AT Sconped By The Bible

ief, In newspaper offiCes to:
. jes &€ velag told by lh“.

y, #°
o n ye ars past, worked fur him
¥ i Worcester Telexram. Their
ser 18 Jegiog, for in the old days
e so rapldly and went eo

0':' s that even those in the office
;;.: sot know them all, No mana
. -
.gvd g--_r al 06 to h-:l : 310.].‘::.“
BN wn.the payroll of the oM
i DO at & t'me when a staff of
Ylv..«; cuidered ¥z on any New
-‘ e 4 V r. § y today—perhaps
; PO k

T %O : fuceds the "oo*
. L remenis - wexe
e wt azd it was those iwbho
’: el who canie to know the man
s ok of thAt ‘stoleal, maskiike
:'; tere wavy n wense of-An enjoy-
s s rumor that few realized and

often played aupon
o syfe himself
ent withe the big

e hiz Jok,

Tieie mas the old timer, for . in.
P | arn 1_—; «r. Decame’ a New
FLk trwsiarer man of prominence,
wiy vt aiuned o caver a sermon
2y 7 the duss when Monday morn.

|ing was hard picking for a loeal
sheet. It was a bad Saturday night
fortholcrlbo mmnc».m.n.
day morning ang a0 sermon
peared ia M
":‘ the oo‘sy-cnhgfok-
Of course, the Inevitable followed.
He was called before “A. P.” and
dismishal was coming to him.

“Mr. Cristy,” he explained, “1
:n church all right, of ¢durse, nd

g0t the sermon, but you've always
gliven us hell If we ur-!‘ in anything
for The Telegram that hall appearel
™ print before. The minister preached
on ‘Jonah and the Whale," and upon
Investigation, I found that the Bibie
had a scoop on that a coupld of
thousand years age, so didn't dars
turn It ia.

"!!

AUSIIN P CRISTY’S CAREER FOLLOWED IN HIS OWN WAY
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He won and went back to work. |

Then there were the two lovn]
wrestlers who were 80 good they had
survived the firings for misconduct
on the job, and ¢ame in to find the
third and final *blue envelope™ at
the clty editor's desk. They knew it
wns their finish, but combdined capi-
tal at the moment was 10 cenis,
which seemed hardly enough to [(i-
nance rallroad fares and new Jjobs
Something ad to be done. \

Knowing the habits of the big boss,

+ they walted until he was seated at

his desk at 8§ that night. They had
spent the 10 cents, and marching in
In lock-step, each panged a bottle
of mucilage on the pubdlisher's desk.
“Well, what's the big idea?" ne
growled. |
In ehorus eame the anawer: “Mr.
Cristy, we'd ltke to stick a while
longer.®
They dld. H
Pald Debts and Loat Good Man |
His human side came out as pro-
nouncedly., There s today a man
whose natne i3 known throughout the
country newaspaperty who once work-
el on The Te¢legram. His pay was
*mall, his responsibilities and bills

large. One day there came an offer
of the job which ‘led to his later
prominence. He turned it dcwn be-
cause he owed s0 much money in
Worcester that he did not feel that
Lie ecould leave the town.

“A. P.” heard of It, called in the
reporter, and although he knew he
was losing one of his most valuable
mployes, wormed the story from
nim, found out the amount of his
~ists and drew his check  for the
inount right then. R ;

In ‘& responsibie position in Wor-

ster today is a man who will rec-

«nize this story: For 18 years he
«d held his job. His record was un-

«mished, and then one day bho was
.s»sing from his job and from his
oine. The matter was kept quiet for
: couple of days, and then hia family,
oping thereby to locate him, gave
it the facts

A Telegram reporter was assignea
1o work on'the case, and do nothing
(ise. Within a day, the man wax
‘ound in a third rate hotel, Intoxi-
ated and In bad shape. He was got®
{yn home, and cared for. The re-

orter had the whole story, but re-
twrned to the office and reported to
‘A, P." saying:. "I dom’t want to
+rite the story. It means dismissal
to & man whose 15-year record s
clean. It means disguace and depriva-
!{ion to his family with no good ac-
| complished.” )

~Forget it." was the order from the-
ik hoss, yet had any member of his

‘aff, be he managing editor or cub

softer dared “forget” a story and

~n eaught at 1%, he would have lost

» Job,

\'c’n always were things rosy for

,~ publisher ‘of The Telegram, and

. the early days were times
. hen there was much bt whether

. next lssue Of the first sheet, The

Way Telegram, would appear. Cash

4 little, eredit was less, and It was
,lard scratching. Those who helped
. ven in & small way In those days

| were not forgotten.

! It was some years later that “A.
| r's”_ confidentis] reporter was
/n ome night, given
Ilold to go to police headquarters Q_-
bail out & “drunk and disorderly.

was, “Ball him out, cash ball,
bonds or anything: and no intima-

tion that it is my n.\'onn. Be in early

Remembered Loyal Newsboy

The man was balled as directed, and
the pext morning the reporter was
sent to court with cash, ordered to

y any fine Imposed, and to report.
back with surplus cash. The fine was |
$25 and was pald. The reporter re-
turned, reported and was sent on his
way without explanation.

Days later, when In one of tiose
moods when he wanted human com-
panionship, Mr. Cristy vouchsafed the
explanation. He sald:

Apologies for the poor quality of the print.

ealled |

Austin P. Cristy
Evening Gazette, Dec-01-1926

“{ suppose you wonder why 1 was
so Interested In that ‘drunk and dis- |
orderly.””™ The reporter, extremely
curious, nevertheless denled It ané |
Mr. Cristy told hls story. |

“when 1 started this paper, Yt
‘drunk and disgpderly’ was one d‘l
four mewsboys who hustled out .ndi
sold the papers. I hired the printing
done, and it was cash with the order. !
I hadn't money enough to pay for |
the printing of the whole lssue, so
paild for half of It, agreeing to have
the rest of the money ia while they
were printing.» That drunk and dis-
orderly’ was & hustling ikid. He
rustled the papers out, got the pen-
nies and rushed them back to me s0
I could pay the printer and get the
rest of nly papers.
orgotten it
¢ ;!‘: hadn't, either, for .that “drumk
and disorderly” for a night rose to—
well, he rose, and among the men
who re his friends and helped
bim

a roll of bills and |

Were to be'obeyed without delay or
Guestion. His personal reporter was
called in one day and told to go to
a cartain place and hire a man from |
another paper. He went, came back |
and reported that the man could not
be hired. § Y

| “Why not™ came the guestion, shot

| out ke the backfire of an automo-
bile. |
|  *He owns the paper and won't sell
1t)* was the explanatisn, and The |
| Telegram dictator had to bow to the
[ will of & Jesser editor. |

| Amongfithose who knew him best,
| hs death brings a feellng of sadness
|—sadness that his life contained |
nothing more to make It seem wortin’
while to him tn carry on, but with it
is the feeling he dled as he wished:
that his end w-=, even as his life had
| been, as he wi'lcq It




