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“THE PAPER T

George F.Booth,
Publisher, Dies
At Gloucester

Funeral Services Saturday
At First Unitarian Church

George Frandis Booth, Editor and Publisher of The
Worcester Telegram and The Evening Gazette and president
of radio station WTAG, died late Thursday, afternoon at
his Summer home, “Stonecrest,” Bass Rocks, Gloucester.

He was born In Hartford,
Conn., Nov, 11, 1870, the son of
William Henry and Eliza (Jack- | Leading Figure E
From the time he came to|
orcelteerore than 561 yursi
ago, Mr, Booth was a leading
3¢, 1954, figure in the community—in its,

Mr. Booth's children are his 1
daughter, Doris (Mrs. E. Claire
Butler)  and sons Howard M.
Booth and Robert W. Booth.
Howard is General Manager of
these newspapers and Robert is
Seneral Manager of WTAG.,

Five Grandchildren
His grandchildren are Bruce
A. Butler and Mrs. Paul V.
Weinheimer -(Suzanae Butler),
children of Mrs. Butler; and l
| Penelope, Brenda and -George
F. Booth 2d, children of Mr. .
|and Mrs. Howard M. Booth. [

| Great grandchildren are Eliza-
beth Page Butler and Constance
IWellel Butler, daughters of Mr. No worthwhile civic activity
“m:k Mw;uﬂ h:-] “"ehm | was too uinlll to have his friend-
3 a eaves ree| | attention, nor was any too
|sisters, Mrs. Julia A. Spowart| | large fo profit by his know - hou
of Wallingford, Conn.; Miss Har-| | his experience and his percep-
riette Booth of Hartford, Conn.,| | tion. This.desire to help every-
and Mrs. Ada A: Dyson of| |thing that contributed to the
Hampden, Conn. | welfare of the community was
Funeral Saturday reflected ig the newspapers

which he ted. He never
Funeral services for Mr.| abated his efforts to give edi-
.Bpoth will be held at noon| |torial support and generous
lSmurt!uy at the First Unitarian |néws space to countless enter-
Church, of which he was a| !prises undertaken by groups in
member. Friends are invited,| all walks of life.
but the family has requested e s
that they do not attend as dele-| _ Reflections of the esteem
| gations and that flowers be ",““t"fm“h :" was h:*d Same to
| omitted. citetions, honorary degrees from |
Cia:fng hours will be from 3! colleges, appointments to im-
to 5 p. m. and from 7 to 9 p. m.I portan’ commissions, trustee-

ships, pressure to run for pub-
'Pﬁ:znn:'nrs::lom Chapel, "| lic office, et cetera.

civic, social, political and busi-
| ness affairs. There were few im-|
|portant civic undertakings in|
|the projection or execution of |
which he did not have an active
|part as a leader or ad'viur. In
this connection he was alwaysl
| willing to take on large respon-
sibilities. This was especially
|noteworthy in public fund-
raising campaigns. He was cred-
ited with qualities that made!
tor prompt and decisive action.

In politics his advice and
counsel were not by any means
limited to people of his own
political persuasion.

Widespread Civie Activity

ra

GEORGE FRANCIS BOOTH -

Notwithstanding the heav y
demands upon him as editor
and publisher, he somehow
found time and energy to cope
with the wide range of public
service tasks that his experience |
and ability attracted to him.|
His life was crowded with ac-|
|tivities and interests which he!
was able to meet with zest and|
vigor.

Lifelong Newspaperman i

George .Booth was a newspa-
perman from his youth, The
,career which was to carry him
to a position of influence and’
leadership among editors and
publishers of this country, and |
bring him honors and responsi-
bilities outside of the publishing
field, began in Connecticut. A
native of Hartford, he lived as
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a young man in Norwich and
| New Haven, and a job with the |
| Norwich Bulletin during school
vacation convinced him that he
should devote his life to. jour-
nalism, instead of the law, which
he had also been considering.
| Having come to that decision,
| Mr. Booth gave himself to the
| task of learning every phase of
|newn>|pcr work. Always an in-[

satiable reader, especially in|
history and the classics of liter-
ature, he acquired the broad|
| background which was to serve)

him so well through life. His|
wide reading was reflected in|
the frequent and apt quotations|
that enriched both his speech
and writing. |

While still in his twenties, |

George Booth had already filled |

many editorial and business po- |

sitions on "he New Haven Reg-
istér, and had become its gen-
eral manager,

(continues)
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He came to Worcester in 1899, |

and for the more than half cen-
tury since then his career has
been almost a history of journa-
lism in this community. As a
member of a partnership which
was later dissolved, he bought
The Evening Gazette, then a
d&lly tt)l! small and uncertain
circulation, competing against
The Telegram, The Spy and
The Post. For some time he
had been studying the newspa-
per situation here, and believed
that the conservative Gazette,
known to the trade as’a “class
aper,” offered the kind of chal-
enge he sought.

An unsigned paragraph in The
Gazette, Oct. 12, 1899, was as
follows:

“With yesterday’s issue The
Evening Gazette passed into
the hands of a new company,
which will, however, make
no radical changes in the
policy or the conduct of the
paper, The new owners will
endeavor to publish a high-
class newspaper of the pres-
ent conservative character of
The Gazette, and 'respect-
fully ask the cordial cooper-
ation of the people of Wor-
cester in their undertaking.”

George Booth, the editor and
publisher, was then 29, facing
stiff competition in a city new
to him.

Yet The Gazette began to gain.
The young editor sometimes had
trouble convlnclni callers that
he was actually in charge; it
was not uncommon for them to

had
/{35,000, the largest in

chanic streets.

Handling news desks, guiding
advertising policies and meth-

ods, writing his own sprightly |

editorials, and instilling pur-
pose and energy in every de-
partment, Mr. Booth had the
satisfaction of watching The
Gazette continue to grow.

Papo Grows Fast
By the end of the first World

ter. (In 1899 it was officially

only a little more than 2200.) |
Plant and staff expanded with|

circulation. The circulation by
1919 exceeded that of any eve-
ning ne per in New Eng-

land outside of Boston and|

Providence.

Then, in 1921, Mr. Booth sold|

The Gazette to The Telegram,
Five years to the day from the

time he sold The Gazette, he and |’
Harry G. Stoddard purchased|'
The Gazette, The Telegram and|

The Sunday Telegram. Mr.

Booth was editor and publisher|:

of the three papers from 1926
until his death.

had | '

‘|served on the AP’s executive
‘land other important committees
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The combined circulation in|
1926, when Mr. Booth and Mr.
Stoddard purchased the papers,
was 75,000, Within 25 years it
had risen above 150,000. After!.
the Worcester Evening Post
suspended publication in 1938,
The Telegram and Gazette pur-
chased its name and mechanical
equipment, and The Post’s name |
was incorporated with that of|
The Gazette in the latter’s
masthead thereafter, ;

National Journalism

In addition to editing and
ublishing his newspapers in
orcester, Mr. Booth found
time to serve his profession of
journalism nationally. He was a
charter member of the Asso-
ciated Press upon the re-organ-
ization of that news service in
1900, and was active in its
affairs for many years. He was
elected to the AP’'s Board of
Directors in 1941, and relin-
quished that honor in 1851.
During his directorship he

and was chairman of the special

‘|committee for defense against

the government in the historic
anti-trust suit in 1942, For his
service the AP honored him
with a citation. He was an or-
ganizer and one time president
of the New England Daily
Newspaper Association,

Mr. Booth was one of the first
newspaper publishers in Ameri-
ca to recognize the significance
of radio as a medium of public
communication. When some oth-
er publishers and editors ex-
pressed alarm lest printing radio
programs and radio news would
encourage a powerful form of
competition, the Worcester edi-
tor determined to treat radio as
the news development it was

(continues)
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When The Telegram and Ga-
zette acquired Radio Station
WTAG, he applied to it t_he
same philosophy of community
service that distinguished his
newspaper work. WTAG, taken
over when radio was in its in-
fancy, became an influential sta-
tion and has maintained its
leadership in Central New Eng-
land.

Interest in Politics

It was intense concern for
community well-being that led
George Booth to an interest in
politics that was,” perhaps, sec-
ond only to his interest in jour-
nalism. As a boy, the future
editor had elbowed his way to
the front seats at home town
rallies to hear such eminent
political orators as James G.
Blaine and Thomas B. Reed.
His interest in political affairs|
never flagged even in the days|
when The Gazette’s publishing
problems required his full at-
tention, He belleved politics to
be the path to good govern-
ment, and good government to“'
be a primary concern of the
newspaper editor. \

Just as in the newspaper field
Mr. Booth’s counsel and help
were frequently sought by pub-
lishers in other cities, so in poli-
'tics and government his advice
was sought almost dailv. |

Never Sought Political Office

Yet, although governors and
mayors and members of Con-
gress, both Republican and
Democrats, confided in him and
asked his advice, George Booth
never sought paid political of-
fice or commission mberships
for himself. Nor d?«;’he accept
such office even when pressed
{to do so. He believed that po-

litical office would compromise
a newspaperman’s indepe n-'
dence.

Attending his first Repub-|
lican national convention in
1908, Mr. Booth was subsequent-
ly chosen as a delegate from |
Massachusetts to the conventions|
of 1924, 1932, 1936 and 1944, He
was delegation chairman in
1932. In 1952 he was a Republi-
can elector from Massachusetts, |
and chairman of the group!
|which cast the state’s electoral |
ballot for Eisenhower and!
Nixon. {

==l
Municipal lnterésts }

His liféfong interest in good|
government expressed itself un- |
|ceasingly in municipal affairs. ||
Under the two-party system -of
the old city charter, he general- !
ly threw his support to Repub- ||
lican candidates. But there were |

'occasions when he deliberately |

refrained from supporting any
candidate,
Mr. Booth was ong of the

early

ter for Worcester, and, shortly
after World War II he espoused
the cause which resulted in an
ov victory, in a 1947
referendum, for Plan E with
proportional representation. De-
spite his long interest in party
affairs, he was thoroughly con-
vinced that party politics had
outlived its usefulness in muni-
cipal government. Since Plan E
was established in the city he
had been identified with the
staunchest believers in council-
manager government, and had
{lent his voice also to the effort
to make it available to more
towns throughout the state.

Civie Tributes

The Worcester City Council,
on March 15, 1950, adopted a
resolution thanking him for his
efforts on behalf of good gov-
ernment, praising the “stalwart
and genial leadership” of the
“;l'ominant personality of our
c y."

George F. Booth

Evening Gazette
Sep-02-1955

Part 3 of 4

On March 30 of that same
year, Mr. Booth received the
first annual Isaiah Thomas
Award, established by the Wor-

Advertising Club as
recognition of

On Oct. 4, 1951, Mr. Booth
was surprised to find himself
the subject of a testimonial by
the Worcester Housing Author-
ity ai the dedication of the new
Great Brook and Curtis public
housing developments. The
honor was conferred at a lunch-
eon, with an address by Roman
Catholic Bishop John J. Wright,
and cited Mr. Booth as “a true
first citizen,” because of his sup-
port to the Authority in.its pro-
grams for public housing de-
velopment.

Throughout Mr. Booth’s ca-
reer there was an unceasing
round of such civic services,
going far beyond the responsi-
bilities of newspaper editing
and publishing,

Led Flgh‘ for Water Supply

For many years he led a
fight for an adequate water
supply in Worcester, arguing
that the city’s inevitable growth
and its rising volume of indus-
try and domestic water use made
expansion imperative. From
1924 to 1926, he was one of
three members of the Metro-
politan Water Supply Investie
gation Commission, created to
study future water needs of
Greater Boston, with reference
as well to Worcester and other’
cities affected. That commission
not only recommended that
Worcester develop its own

water supply, but foresaw the

(continues)
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time, a quarter century later,
when the Metropolitan District
Commission would have finan-
cial trouble making its own sys-
tem financially sound. From his
detailed knowledge of Worces=
ter’s water needs, he long fa-
vored increasing the city’s wa-
ter storage with the Quinapoxet
dam, finally completed in 1953.

Service in Tornade

One of Mr. Booth‘s outstand-
ing and most strenuous publiec
services followed the tornado
which devastated parts of Wor-
cester and neighboring towns
on June 9, 1953. Although under
physician’s orders at the time
not to undertake extra exer-
tions, Mr. Booth accepted ap-
pointment from Governor Her-
ter as chairman of a three-

‘{member Central Massachusetts
| Disaster Relief Committee, Inc.,

which raised and distributed

‘|about two million dollars to as-
'| sist tornado victims,

Service .for-Youth

From 1910 through 1926, he
led a program to expand the
city’s playgrounds and park fa-
cilities, and served as chairman
of the Playgrounds Commission
and the combined Parks and
Playgrounds Commissions for
many years. He was first presi-
dent of the Worcester Area
Council of Boy Scouts, and
served as president of the Young
Men’'s Christian Association
from 1920 through 1923.

Besides leading many sepa-
rate campaigns for funds, he
was one of the founders of the
Community Chest and was one
of its most energetic figures in
every annual campaign. He
was a trustee of numerous in-
stitutions and organizations, in=
cluding Worcester Polytechnic
Institute, Worcester Art' Mu-
seum, Worcester Academy and
The Memorial  Hospital. His
memberships include a long
list of clubs and associations,
in Worcester, New York, Bos-
ton and Washington,
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Mr. Booth's favorite outdoor
recreations were fishing and
golf. He and Mrs. Booth main-
tained a Summer home, “Stone=
|crest,” at Bass Rocks, Glouces=
| ter.

| As a public speaker Mr.
‘Booth was in constant demand,
but in late years had been
forced to decline speaking en-
gagements.

In recognition of his distinc=-
|tion as a newspaperman and of
his public services, he had hon-
orary degrees from Williams
College, Clark University, As-
sumption College, Suffolk Uni=
versity of Boston, and Worces-
ter Tech. Williams College
named him Master of Arts in
1939; Tech made him an honor-
ary Doctor' of Engineering in
1940; Clark, Doctor of Civiec
Leadership in 1945; Suffolk,
Doctor of Journalism in 1950,
and Assumption, Doctor of Hu-
Imane Letters, in 1954,

|
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George F. Booth
A LIGH'I',hu gone out, and there are
shadows of grief in many hearts across
the nation. In his home ity of Worcester,
that sense of lgss is very greaf and per-

sonal becauge of his unusual relationship
with those in every walk of life. ~

He was a statesman in the truest sense.

His door was never closed to the many
who sought his counsel and support on

local, state, and national problems. -
FRIENDLINESS and consideration marked
his character, and yet he had the
courage to take whatever position he be-
lieved right on controversial problems.

. Beyond this fleld he gave of himself to
every call for guidance and assistance, to.
every movement in our city for the bene-

_fit of its citizens. His interests covered
every area of civic, religious, educational
and philanthropic activity.

Sep-02-1955

There will be an empty chair at many
conferences seeking solutions to the prob«

* lems in these fields, where he had been
a real power, but without pride or arro-

But beyond all of this, his associates .
were always amazed at the time and the
friendly, practical attention he paid to
requests of every nature for assistance to
individuals. Untold numbers will rise up
to call him blessed.

With all these vital charadteristics, he
had an unusual spirit of friendliness. No
difference of position restricted this out-
going spirit.

An' unusual sense of humor and talent
___for repartee were his. In informal gath-
erings he was the spark plug, and reveled
as much in the friendl§ jokes pointed at
hinr as in those affecting others.

IN ALL the fields of activity affecting our
""city in this first half of the Twentieth
Century, he was a leader. ' What. a period
this generation has been in development of
every nature! The contributions of people
like -George F. Booth cannot be over-
estimated. ;

His passiug is a great loss because of

" his contributions to- every- endeavor of
importance to this community. No one
has reached his position in knowlecge of
the people and institutions. of our city.
Sad it is that his busy life prevented an
-autobiography. What a story that would
have been!

ﬁ@,_eyond his business and professional
acdomplishments stands his personal rela-
tionship with so many. He gave of him-
self far beyond the call of duty.

A TChristian gentleman, he certainly
repr{c.»ented truly the man who “lived in
the house by the side of the road, and
was a friend of man.”
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