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Theodore T. Ellis  (1867-1934) 

 
        Theodore Ellis purchased the Telegram from Austin Cristy in November, 1919, and the Evening Gazette 
from George Booth the following year. Thus, he was the consolidator of the city’s two largest dailies.  In 1925 
Ellis also bought the city’s only radio station, WCTS, from its owner and founder, the C. T. Sherer Co., and soon 
renamed it WTAG.  As Al Southwick put it, “The grand design of Ted Ellis was complete.”  But Ellis, according 
to Southwick, was also finding that “he wasn’t really cut out to be a publisher, to handle the endless, gritty 
details of running a newspaper and dealing with the public.”   In December, the papers announced the sale of 
Ellis’ entire interest in the Telegram and Gazette, including WTAG, to George Booth and Harry G. Stoddard.  
Booth brought expertise and experience in the newspaper business and Stoddard brought the financial 
capital. 
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