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John Milton Earle (1794-1874)

A Quaker originally from Leicester, Earle was editor and publisher of the Spy, 1823-1857, an early
activist in the anti-slavery movement, and a Free-soiler in 1848. There is only a brief mention and
no biography of him in Nutt’s history, and no mention of his death could be found in the Spy. The
print quality of this notice in the Gazette is unfortunate but could not be helped.
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The death of Tlon. Jobn Milton arle, |
which took place st Lis restdence 18 this
city, yc.ﬁrdny afternbon, removes uiotlher
of the oM ¢ltizens of  Worcester who have
witnessed, and taken part in its develgpiment
from a quict rural village to s large and
bustling city,  His reputation was n@d con.
fised 10 Woreester, but his name was fumil.

inr, for the greater portion of his lfe, inf,

pvery part of the county, and very geserally
throughout the Commonwealth.  As éditor
“And conduactor of the Spy somne th!riy-ﬂve
yeurs, he was Lrought in contact with the
leading men of his time, and his labofs Jend-

Dedto develop and to keep alive a healthy |

scatiment I, the county, which bas &fways
" malotaied the frout rank in its mote! and
pulitical character.  He always comdignded
the respect and enjoyed the confidencs of his
fellow-citizans, nud was made thielr represen.
tative iu varlous pubiic trusts.  He h#d been
s member of both branches of the Fagidla
ture, an alderman of he city, wae die of
the origina! corporators of the Wogdester

Cownty lustitution for Savings, where Lel

henl a vice presidency to the last, and: had
been a director of the State Mutual [dfe lu-
sdrance Company from its inceptiog |, He|
was au ardent, practical borticulturist,” His
teachings sad example io tLis tield hu'.’vdlm-n
of great valge to*tw  community, n?!d the
Worcester County  Horticultural -~ Bociety
owes e b ot its success o hit, :

Mr. Farle was a consistent menbe? of the
society of Friends.  He was born af. Mul-
berry Grosd in the uorth part of  Léicester
i Al 1704, and bad therefore nearly at-
tained hi« 80th birthday.  His fatber, Pliny
Earle, was one of the carjflest manufasturers
of eard-clothing, which is still the ogeupa-
tion of aootber branch of the Earle family.
He was jhe  cldest of cight children, of
whmn.l-hr\o gurvive. ' He married Harah
Hussey of Nantucket, who afterwards  be-
cane widely known for her labors €u the
cause of anti-slavery, and who has bern for
several years decensed, Bix childrerput of |
aght live to lament their loss, ! ‘

" loved,  heaitated ouly n
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Mr. Earle came to Worcester more than |

tilty years ago, and, with bishnlhfr-in'_-‘lnw,’
Antbony Chase, Es, opened a store for|
the sale ol every varicty of goods cul!nl'[orlq
by the farmers and others of that Jay, - Thc‘|
firin of Earle & Chase was for soms years
conspicuous In the county, and is femem.

) bered by nova few to the present day. It

was not many years, however, before Le',
abandoned trade, and assuined the (t‘l‘cupu-i
tion which, above all others, seemed most |,
suited to Lis tempernment and charagter, «
the profession >f journalism.  Oa &l the|
great political and politico-cconomnlicss (ues. |
tons of his time, he was & Whig §f the
school of Henry Clay and Danicl Wi;l'»u-r. 0
The curse of slavery, however, he fel§ very 'y
deeply, and was in full sympathy with ull
Just efforts for its abolition. When, ;l.lu-n“ |
fuve, the lute Hon. Charles Alleu retarned, |
& “bolter,” from the couvention whiel ha |
nowluated Zacelnry Tuylor for the presi-
dency, Mr Farlesthough reluctant 16 leave |

|

an organization which Le had o fuch
moment bt fore
throwing hisduttaence ob the wide M the,
new ovenwent, whose developmest: end
CoOmplobe auceows It was hisw vood fortane ta .
live to witness } ;
In 1555 Qe Earle retived from the news. |
paper teld e wam appointed postdinster
under A ahma Lincolo, and uight have
retaiped the pesition under Andrew Jalimon'
e v wecepted the cvegtiures whic were!
Adopt the | llj’.' . "|-":l' y-" Bat
Le was o apastate e spurned the fmopt.!
preferciug woclear conscienge and!
wn Lionoralle recor | Ly a competenty o).

e houn b
Ing bribe,

tainedouly by a «ieritice of moral |ni£_¢=i|a|f'.'

Hlix dadt n!u)’n waere spent in the l]'l}l‘l of
L own househi o, and in the society of old
frients, who found pleasare apd profit-in pis!
rich conversaticmn! powere a1 in hig atore
of tnformation and sound sene:, ‘
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