WorcesterThen.com

Caleb Wall (1837-1898)

Like John Milton Earle, for whom he worked at the Spy, Wall was a Quaker from Leicester. He spent most of
his working life at the Spy, retiring upon the sale of the paper by the Baldwins in 1897. He also was publisher
of the Daily Transcript for two years during the 1860s, after which it was purchased and converted to the
Evening Gazette. In 1877 he published the book Reminiscences of Worcester, a historical sketch of the town
from its earliest days.
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Who Was Known All Over
Xew England.

f| Caleb Arnold Wall, the oldest news-
paper man in New England, and for
neurly 60 years employed on The Spy,
dled this morning  shortly after 2
o'clock, .
Mr. Wall's connection with The Spy

~|dates back to 1837, and ever since that|
time he has been actively connected
‘| with the paper with the exception of a
A few years, in varlous capacities in the .

CALEB A. WALL.
The Oldest Nen-pnper'uun in .Nh

14 Caleb A. Wall was born June 21, 1820,

N@#&w and gri
‘Iter. A brother of Cal

| real estate,

Mitorial, reportorial and composing
rooms of the paper. At one time he was
an owner of the papér,

Mr. Wall retired from active newspa-

per work only a few months ago. Fall-
ing health led him to give
up active work, and ever
since  his  retirement he has

been grddually breaking up. His death
had becn antioipated for several days.

The veteran newspaper man belonged
to the abolitionist party, and was one
of the participants in the founding of
the free soil and republican parties. He
enjoyed the close acquaintance of many
prominent raen in natiomal Mfe, and was
a particular frierid of Benator George
F. Hoar and other leading republicans.

band had his first taste of seheoling in
the old red school house stand

Baptist church to tife town parsonag
Amhutuoh-nwumalmho(
Samuel Stlliman Greén of Brown Uni-

ty.

He traced his ancestry back to the
time of theNorman Lwasion of Eng-
land by William the Conqueror.

His great-grandfather was Willlam
Wall, who came to this country from
Upton, Devonshire, and settied on Pru-
dence Island, Narragensett bay, in 1725,
Here a son, Thomas, was born.

Thomas married Prudence  Arnold
and by this union Caleb’s father was
bort, whose name was also Caleb. Ca-
leb senior moved to Greenville, Leices-
tef, in 1798, was engaged in the
mill’ business and . the
manufacture of scythes.

In 1836 the family ved to Worces-

':g was James H.
Wa' for'meny years a prominent resi-
dent of Boston c.nd 1argely interesWeiin

In the winter ot 1833-34 he attended
school in Mutberry grove, in the north
part of the town, then the Quaker vil-

lage, where wes the old Friepde’ meet-
ing bouse, in whose He s0
nmny rustio for of the haunk

From August, 1833, to the spring of
1837, he had the advantages of the
school maintained by the yearly meet-
ing of the New England Friends, now
called the Friends’ school of Provi-
dence.

This was a ed Quaker family and
Caleb was breught' up jn the faith to
which he always remalued loyal.

April 17, 1837, young Caleb beégan
what proved to be his life<long wor]
in the The Spy office, then under t
direction of John Miiton Earle.

«Fifty years afterward the semi-cen-
tennial of the event was fittingly cele-
brated at the Lincolr house.

‘He very early began to i M
the columns of the paper, having de-
cided opinjons of b on the sub-

souri- “Pugity
fobq‘uh matter, trial by 1lr1.

ralaing mobey - to  carry it om NI
 {male in 1838 1% AR Jokn D.
Baldwin - mn«m‘me lant in, 1%69. -

‘$with AlbertTyler,
;{in Barre a year and a half

.ftinued until recentiy, save two years

| | ecessors
1| the Worcester Evening Gasetta,

1 @
. | buman van of ecolor, ut

‘,vmm‘m:

From Asgust, 1855, to December, 1558,
Caled was practically editor of the pja-
per during the pesfod, sinking $3000 in

In 1844 Mo Wall feft 3he Spy office
now of Oxford, to
start the Barre Patriot. He romlined
Returning to the Spy. he had con-
during the war, when he published the
Worcester Dafly Transcript, of which
he was proprietor, editor and. reporter.
This he soid Jan. 1, 1386, Lo the pred--
@l .ihe present proprietors Of

that

In pofftics, Mr. Wall advocated
the

phase- of republicanismy “in which
protection of

the ballot box and everywhere, and fo#
tho uvmt of much nceded 7ve-
formas.
Mr. Wall mmbd Jupe 4, 1969, Elien,
m" of JN and Jane (Stevens)
born in Bridgepert, Eng. His
years aga and & wew

years later Mr. Wall married a second
time, and is survived by his widow. }
Taleb Wall was e careful student of |
the early history of the town and efty |
of Worcester. Hg bad given many en-

teptaindn betors  various |
clubs and -xnuco. mést of which
wve been

g\umpma( form.

One of the n:p-t \A)ul publications

Il-nnucou-(, 5 3 m*\xnun(m‘

Quakers,” read: bernrv- ‘the Society ef
Antquity. :

Mr. Wall's
iniscences of Worcester,”
1877,

During the ppesideptia! campalgn of
1883, Mr., Wadl, Deing a Tippecanos ver-
eran, called alf thre old surviving voters
of those old days together, and during'
that year held several fleld days. ‘

est work Is his 'H.'nvi
published iu|
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per  Experience - Ri-
p;ned.attwc:lu Grew.
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TENDED OVER 60 YEARS.
Postmaster Greene’s Tribute
. toHis Character.

.

The death of Caleb Arnold: Wall, at
his home, 298 Pleasant street, at 2.45 |
o'clock this morning, remoyed of,
the oldest newspaper men in the coun-
try ih the point of continugus service.
Death resulted from a general break-
ing-down of the system, af he had
been' in poor health for a long time.
‘He bad, however, been able to be
around until a short time ago, but
became evident that he would not live,
a few days ago. He was employed on

8py for nearly 60 years, serving in
the various capacities from. reporter
and type-setter to editor and proprie-
tor. | When, that paper recenfly
into new hands, Mr Wall retired from
the position which he had faithfully
and conscientiously filled for so many
years. During that period he had seen
changes in the city, and in fact’
the article contributed by him to
the Spy was in relation to the old City
, giving an account of sdme of the
tamrtu Worcester men who had been
sheltered under its rodf. In his active
career, Worcester had grown from a
town of 7000 inhabitants and 1596 polls
to a.oro-peroaga ¢ity of over 100,000 pop-
ulation and 30,000 polls; from a.vulunf
tion of $4,000,000 to more than $100,000,-
000 now.. fol g

He. remembered the time ‘when the
old canal to Providence was in opera-
tion, and there was no railroad except
to Boston, which had been opened the
year previous; he had not ‘been here
long before the railroads were extended
s0 that communication was opened be-
twéen. this city and Norwich ‘apd
Springfield, and later to Gardner and
Providence. There was no paid police
offi¢er at the time Mr Wall came, and
only 12 schoolhouses, with a corps of. 27
teachers and 1200 pupils. Now there
are 60 school bulldings, with 466 tcach-
ers and over 20,000 pupils. Indeed, Inja
word, the city is now entirely different
from the town of the past. . In those
days there was no public library, no
sewer system, no city hospital, and the
fire department was run for about $200
a_year.» The newspaper officés were not
equipped with the two great essentinls
Mor news gathering, the telegraph and
the telephonhe, and people In those days
were content to see In print a report
of an event that happened 4 week pre-

vious. :

Only two months had elapsed after
Mr ‘Wall became associated with the
Spy when Queen Victoria ascended the
throne of England, and amang his first
work in setting type durihg his ap-
prenticeship were the English letters
from Dr Pliny Karle, which gave nc-
counts of the, "coronation exercises,
‘While he was wprking at the case he
wa$ brought info contact with many
men who afterwards becamé prominent
newspaper men: }

Mr Wall was horn in Lefcester June
11, ‘1820, and attended the old school-
house near the' Baptist church.  He fin-
ished a course of study in the New
England Friends' ban‘cllluz school ' at
Providence. His parehts removed to
thig city in 1836 and resided at the cor-
ner' of Front and Canal streets, He
entered the office of the Weekly Spy
as an apprentice April 17, 1837, but was
not; with it when it became a daily, as
he was in Barre, where he advocated
Whig * and  dnti-glavery  principles
through the columns of the Barre Pa-
trigt, which he helped to start. This
was afterwards merged into the pres-
ent. Barre Gazette, Mr Wall remained
ir that town until January, 1846, when
he returned to the Spy.

At that time he made contributions
to its columns and was eémployed on
the repertorial staff, and c¢ontinued on
the staff as reporter and editorial
writer until 1864, when ha bought the
Daily Transcript, which later became
The Gazette. Here he filled about all
the important positions himself. He
was practically the editor” of the Spy
from 1855 to 1858, and during that pe-
riod the paper was sold to Foss & Far-
num, who in turn disposed of the plant
to John D. Baldwin in 1859. After his
experience on the Transcript he again
returned to the Spy, and had been there
for 30 consecutive years, [

Mr Wall, in addition to writing a local
history, was a contributor!to the Socle~
ty of ,\mlqully and other historical so-
cleties. A feature of his historical work.
was the practice of giving fleld lectures,
taking his audience to some spot of an-
clent associations and tefling them of
the events that had transpired there.
These were often of conslderahle his-
torical value. Last year! he' abserved
the 60th anniversary of his entrance
ittn newspaper work, and at that time
met a large party in Salisbury hall., A
brother, James H. Wall, for many years
& resident of Boston, was a large real
edgate holder here. Mr Wall was mar-
ried June 4, 1869, to EMen Turker, who
was born in Bridgeport, Eng, and who

gurvives him.
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Postmaster J. Evarts
was for years the edit
safd of Caleb Wall!'th
have known Mr Wall
years, as a newspaper

and biogrdaphy. 1 had

and sincere in his work,
thoroughly. He had, I

wecupied, the business

other person.

 perished with hind,

wrong, and upholding

without. gulle.”

if he ever provoked anger by
words and vehemence of expry
cherished noneé himself.
single-hearted, honest man, who lived
1 a long life In this community,
strenuously whatever seemed

Gl;eeqo, who
or of ‘the Spy,
is morning’ I
well for many
worker and a

eollector of materials for local history

a great.respect

and regard for him.. He was earnest

giving to it his

best efforts, sparing neither the time
nor the Jabor necessary to do his task

suppose, more

knowledge of the people of Worcester
in its ‘early days, of the estates they

they pursued

and the successors they left, than any
d Much of this information
iis preserved in the books and pamphlets
‘he published, but much, doubtless, has

“On most questions of morals and poli-
ties Mr Wall had positive and strong
convictions, whigh he was always ready
to defend with such epergy of manner
as seemed to imply a” hot (etr:

: but
is sharp
fon he
. He was a
opposing

to him

his

{with | all

strength what he believed to be gobd.
‘Plls was a useful life,

] blumflm and




