
William J. Larkin  (1867-1938) 

At his death from pneumonia in 1938, William J. Larkin, known as 
“Billy,” was known as the dean of newspapermen in the area.  
Tracing back to his days with the old Daily Times as a boy of 14, he 
was involved in the newspaper business in Worcester for 56 years, 
including time at the Spy, the Telegram, the Gazette, and finally the 
Evening Post. Among his other passionate interests and 
involvements were the Catholic Church, Holy Cross College, and the 
local sports scene.  From the size of his funeral, as is recorded 
below, it appears that Billy Larkin was one of the most popular as 
well as respected members of the community. When he was 
hospitalized with pneumonia the evening of January 20, five days 
before his passing, his picture, with a caption describing his illness, 
was on the front page at the top of the Evening Gazette. 

When requested to pen his autobiography, Billy’s response was to 
say newspapermen were intended to report the news, not to be the 
news themselves, and resisted doing so, but eventually he settled 
on writing a series of  columns under the heading of “Looking Back 
on a Half Century.” The resulting sixty-two articles on a variety of 
subjects lodged in his memory were published in the Evening Post 
between August 15, 1935 and January 15, 1936.   

 

 

In 2014, Larkin’s grandson, Bruce Papazian, formerly of Worcester but now a resident of 
Harvard, published an e-book of the “Looking Back” series, now available at Google Books 
but also available here in the form of  a pdf file.  A portion of the table of contents can be seen 
here. 

The best way to gain a sense of the personal as well 
as the professional side of Billy Larkin is to read 
Bruce’s introductory section before the first of the 
sixty-two columns.  Larkin was also profiled in 
Charles Nutt’s History of Worcester and its People, 
p.135 of volume 3 (not included here). 
 
Below are three articles from the local press on Billy 
Larkin’s death: two obituary notices, both starting 
on page one, published in the Telegram and the 
Gazette the same day as his death, plus a notice in 
the New York Times and  local story on his funeral 
on the 27th.  The account of the funeral identified a 
large number of people in attendance, including 
honorary bearers (right), ushers, and dozens of  
institutional representatives. It may have been one 
of the largest funerals in the city’s history.  

 

Oddly, there is no obituary notice from the Evening Post itself because the microfilm reels for 
January and February of 1938 are not included in the collection at the Worcester public 
Library. It is believed that the paper was not publishing during that time.  It was sold and 
taken over by the Telegram and Gazette in October of that year. 
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(continue to account of the funeral) 



 
 



 
 



 
 


