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May Salona Holmes (1872-1943)

Dr. May Salona Holmes came to Worcester in 1895, interned for a
year at Memorial Hospital, then was appointed superintendent of the
city’s new isolation hospital off Belmont Street, which came to be known
as the Belmont Hospital. In 1941 she retired after nearly 45 years at the
Belmont, during which she had a major and very positive impact on the
lives of patients afflicted with contagious diseases. By far the best way
to learn about her career, and to gain a glimpse into her personal life, is
to read the special feature on her by a reporter for the Sunday Telegram
in April, 1941 just before her retirement, which was mandatory when
she turned seventy. It is the first item below, and is followed by two
other articles before obituary notices from the Telegram and the
Evening Gazette.

The Belmont hospital was torn down in the early 2000s to make
room for the new Vocational-Technical High School. Architectural
historian Susan M. Ceccacci wrote about the hospital, with emphasis on

the physical structures, but also with an account of the functions of the DR. Moy SaLONA HOLEEE
hospital and the influence of its leader, Dr. Holmes. This 2002 report Superintendent -
assessed the buildings for their preservation value, and identified what Worcester Magazine, Jan-1915, p. 41

would be lost as a result of a decision to demolish them. Such a review
was required before demolition could proceed.

Two aspects of Dr. Holmes’ career that were discussed by Ms Ceccacci are quoted here because they are
significant and because the subjects were not treated in the newspaper materials shown below. The first
pertains to some of the consequences of the doctor’s management of the Belmont, the second to the matter of
women doctors in Worcester and the welcoming attitude of the District Medical Society.

Evidence of Dr. Holmes' success in directing the improvement of the hospital campus can be seen in the
buildings that are part of the complex today. None of the buildings survive that were standing here when
she began her career as superintendent in 1896. Every building on the site was built under her leadership
in an effort to provide the institution with better and more modern facilities. Although additions have
been made to some of those buildings, their main portions were built under her aegis. It is to her credit
that the tuberculosis ward was built at this site instead of at some other location in the city. It was due to
her vision, planning, personal insistence, and political skill that this and other buildings in the complex
came to be. The Belmont Hospital buildings are monuments to Dr. Holmes ability to make her case for
the need for new facilities and to gain the political and economic support necessary for their construction.

Dr. Holmes was not Worcester's first woman physician. According to one source, the city's first female
doctor was Dr. Mary Vincent O'Callahan, who began her practice in 1885 and who was instrumental in
the founding of St. Vincent Hospital. She was also the first female member of the Worcester District
Medical Society, which had much earlier, in 1873, passed a resolution that it had "no objection to" the
admission of female members. Dr. Holmes became a member of the society in 1895 when she first came
to Worcester. A 1930 newspaper article entitled "Women Doctors in Worcester Hospitals" reported that
there were seventeen woman physicians working in the city’s hospitals at that time. Of these the greatest
number were on the staffs of Memorial Hospital and Belmont Hospital, both hospitals that treated large
numbers of children. It is presumed that the greater number of woman physicians at these hospitals also
depended upon the fact that a large number of their patients were children and that their superintendents
were women. The 1931 annual report of Belmont Hospital listed several female physicians on staff, in
addition to the superintendent. They were Dr. Lillian De Armit, assistant superintendent; Dr. Constance
Kalisis, senior house physician in the isolation wards; and Dr. Laura Jacques. Dr. Emma Ardis, Assistant
Physician, was replaced by Dr. Vera Weagle.

Ref.: Susan M. Ceccacci, Historical Documentation Report: Belmont Hospital Complex, 2002
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The Woman Doctor
Who “Did Everything”
At Belmont Hospital

The Story of Dr. May S. Holmes Who Re-
tires After 44 Years As Head of the Institu-
tion She Has Directed From lts Bcginning

By MARGARET BRANDENBURG qre nightuid day. 1 chose 1o

“LET'S HAVE u woman doc-
' tor; she can do everything,”
insisted a Wormw' physician

w when the executive

James' C. Co(fe\ was trying to
find just the rlght person. for
the superintendent of the new
hospital for contagious diseases,
then being built on .Belmont
Hill. “It's away out in the
eountry, and no -man would
stay there. There'll be a lot of
diphtheria and scarlet fever,
trained nurses will not fill the
bill, and if we get a woman
doctor, she can just do every-
."

It was, therefore, no accident
that young Dr. May Salona
Holmes, of Lee, Mass., 25 years
of age, dark-eyed, capable and
good-looking, with her doctor’s
diploma practically’ warm in
her flexible hands, after a
year’s interneship at Memorial
Hospital, in 'which she distin-

ed herself by her work
witk typhoid and pneumonia,
was asked to head the new lit-
tle hospital, on the recommen-
n of Dr. Lois Nelson, su-
tendent of Memorial. She
now leaving Belmont after
4414 years of service.

“I've seen typhoid fever
wiped off the map, diphtheria
wiped off the map, and scarlet
fever is on the go,” declared
Dr. Holmes enthusiastically.
“We used to have many cases,
Nowt we have only a few. At
Memorial, my chief work was
with typhoid fever, and pneu-
monia. Typhoid baths and
pneumonia jackets were my

go into a hospital because I
liked bedside work, and I liked

le. I think they chose me "

l’wun

or. Belmont
L]
none in the bush.
be housekeeper, and ‘do every-
thing,' as the doctor said. And
I did, and liked it.”

To have expanded Belmont
Hospital from three small
wooden buildings, to nine
buildings of modern fireproof
construction, with modern
equipment, and worth more
than a million and a quarter
dollars; from 3'%2 acres of land
to 47'%; to have expanded a
staff of one physician, herself,
to a staff of seven, including
herself; to have saved many
lives in a diphtheria epidemic
which filled the hospital and
overflowed into tents on the
grounds; to have helped a
thousand people in Lee, Mass.,
to recover from a siege of sep-
tic sore throat—these are only
a few of the achievements of

l\

plishment.
'l'o Dr. Hohnu, who left yes-
for  a well-merited
ve of absence before her
resignation becomes effective,

the highlight of her long
career must have been the
mmmmu.m
the Holmes building, in 1936,

en, T coul(f r
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by the employes of the
tal, “in lp’phchtion of her-

”

S ki b

friends, or amohg many who
would like to know her better,
but with her niece, Miss May
Sargent, she will conduct a
herb farm, at Orleans, on Cape
Cod. She will not be a “herb
doctor,” or raise herbs com-
mercially, but since she and
Miss Sargent have been study-
ing the culinary uses of herbs
for several years, they expect
to provide housewives with
small jars of herbs of dozens
of kinds, including original
and delicious herb jellies. She
will probably continue *“doing
everything.”

Dr. Holmes, who declares
merrily that she is a “hill town
Yankee,” is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Morrison A.
Holmes of Lee. Mr. Holmes
was connected with the Amer-
ican Missionary Association,
engaged in Southern work,
and was stationed at Charles-
ton, S. C., the last 20 years of
his life.

She was a student at Smith
College, of the class of '94.
After two years, she left
Smith, to fulfill her. desire to
study medicine, In those days,
relates Dr. Holmes, it was con-
sidered “not quite nice,” for
young ladies to enter the medi-
cal profession. But she perse-
vered, and registéred at the
Woman's Medical College of
the New York City Infirmary,
founded by the Blackwell sis-
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ters and their brother Henry,
all famous feminists, which
made it possible for women to
have medical careers and in-
terneships in hospitals. It was
here that she obtained her de-
gree of doctor of medicine.

“Dr.  Richard Cabot once
said,” tells Dr. Holmes, “that
geoplo would rather be treated

an inferior man doctor than
by the best woman physician.
This is a prejudice thnt has
never been overcome.”

Having obtained her degree,
she came to Worcester for a
year's interneship at Memorial
Hospital under Dr. Lois Nel-
son. Dr. Nelson was one of the
great influences in her life, as
they were intimate friends for
years, keeping up their inti-
macy through correspondence
when Dr. Nelson moved to
California in 1926, until her
death in 1939,

After the year at Memorial,
she returned to Lee, where peo-
ple stopped her on the street to
‘exclaim, “Why, May! How you
have surprised us,” and “Do
you reéally think a woman can
succeed in medicine?” To
~which “she flashed back that
~she certainly did.

'IN THE middle of August,

1896, James C. Coffey, first
paid executive of the Board of
Health, who served the city
from 1884 to his death in 1921,

began looking for someone to

take charge of the isolation hos-
pital then being built on Bel-
mont Hill, by the Board of
Health, to be opened in the Fall,
Warmly recommended by Dr.
Nelson. Dr. Holmes was select-
ed as Belmont Hospital's first
superintendent, She has been
there, and “done everything,”
ever since,

Sunday Telegram
Apr-20-1941
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“Every time I've tried to
break away,” says Dr. Holmes
whimsically, “something has
always brought me back., Few
cared for the isolation hospi-
tal in those days, beside Mr.
Coffey, who visited it every
day all through his life. Bel-
mont was the apple of his eye.
He conceived it, and he
worked for it. He did a great
deal for the health of the city,
also. In the '80's his first duty
as health officer was to drive
the pigs from Main street. In
an early report, he says: “The
qm b Doy R M

B ot Siats $hoeks Now. - the,
co,wl must sedately follow the
pigs.” Another idea of Mr.
Coffey's was that Worcester
must have sewer connections.
We have always had a pro-
gressive Board of Health here.

“In those days, many people
would not even drive up Bel-
mont hill, ‘fearing contagious
disease, Often, when I went
places, people lgoked at me
askance, and asked me wheth-
er it was perfectly safe for me
to be there. Now, of course, it
Is quite different.”

When Dr. Holmes arrived,
the furniture was just being
moved into the largest of three
wooden buildings, where her
office is located at present. On
each side of this building there
was a small pavilion; these pa-
vilions were planned to have
scarlet fever and diphtheria
wards, and kitchen and bath.

The nurses were obliged to
sleep in the same ward with
their patients, In the rear,
there was a laundry and steri-
lizing section; there was also a
little morgue, as patients can-
not by law be taken imme-
diately home from the hospital
for burial.

In 1907. small changes be-
gan. More land was bought by

the Board of Health, to pre-
vent further encroachment of
buildings not connected with
the hospital. Five acres in an
apple orchard were mapped
out into streets and lots, Mayor
James B. Logan saw that the
land was bought for the hos-
pital. It belonged to Henry
Putnam, who still lived in the
old Putnam home at the core
ner of Adams and Belmont.
The Consolidated Railway
now extended the line from
Shrewsbury to Merrifield
rhovet e io,ap‘gl;.?and.

"Gmémmy os:ardf . othes " it

provements came their way.

‘Mr. Putnam,” says Dr.
Holhes, “was a dear soul, a
real neighbor, like those in the
country. He -wished to give
land of his own to the city for
a tuberculosis ward, though
many did not want it,

“You have asked me about
mv political experiences, T will
tell you how we got this beau-
tiful building.

*Mr. Putnam offered the
land to the city through the
Board of Health. The city did
nothing about it. Eventually,
Mr. Putnam put a time limit

to his offer.
continues
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“Finally the meeting of the
council was to be held, when if
the offer were not accepted,
the land would be lost to the
city. At nine o'clock that Mone
day morning, I sat down at the
telephone, called every physie
cian in the city, urged them to
call- their friends, and call the
councilmen, asking them +to
vote for the land's acceptance.
I called every minister, and
every civic-minded person I
could think of,

“The Council passed the ore
der. Now we have our fine Put-
pam tuberculosis ward, with
its splendid addition.”

IT WAS during Mayor George
H. Wright's administration
that the Putnam tuberculosis
ward was opened, in Decem-
ber, 1914. Then came World
War No. 1, and the ward was
immediately used for the great
influenza epidemic. When
Mayor Pehr G. Holmes was in
office, he led the campaign for
more room for Belmont, which
resulted in the Coffey Ward.
He also saw,_that an ambulance
was purc for Belmont
which up to that time had
transferred its tients in
horse-drawn vehicles kept in
downtown livery stables.

In 1921, the Coffey Ward for
contagious diseases
opened. Mr. Coffey performed
his last duty for the hospital in
inspecting this ward, before tis
acceptance by the city. That
very night, he was found dead
in his chair at home, after a
long and most conscientious

of service to Worcester,

e Coffey ward is used as an
emergency ward, since there
are fewer contagious diseases
than there used to be.

lg:l'g Dr. Houzs:o umut
%cm ‘\ve m

ever, they have not been able
to do it for lack of funds.
Through 1929, the Coffey

building was the only one for

are 100 single rooms in
Holmes.

Going into this splendid
building, éntirely fireproof,

one sees through the great
glass windows along the corri-
dor, tiny children, some play-
ing with dolls and tops, or
looking at scrap which
will later be b if neces-
sary; some one or two may be
under an oxygen tent; perhaps
a child is being given a tasty
meal; some look out and smile
at passers-by; or there may be
pale little faces of those whose
suffering is being relieved as
rapidly as possible.

The most modern equipment
for spinal infections and their
various complications is in this
building, including the Drink-
er respirator. The sterilizers

are interesting, and there is a
beautiful little chapel on the
first floor, given by Mrs.
George S. Barton, in memory
of Helen Blake Lincoln, her
mother, and George Wlnslow
Lincoln, her brother,

The newest building and the
last under Dr. Holmes's ad-
ministration is -a recreation*
building for the ambulant tu-
bercular men.

“They like to play pool, and
they ought to do it,” twinkled

'd”?#ﬁi?

unduné'o'tbopoolublum

Sunday Telegram
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dieases, than there
used to be. Meningitis of various
bacterial origins begins to come
in.

“During our early years, ma-
laria was very prevalent in Wor-
cester as well as along the Black-
stone Valley, The Spanish War
veterans brought back a great
deal more, yet as soon as the
mosquito was known to be the
carrier, the disease was soon
brought under control, and now
it is almost unknown,

“IT USED to be thought that ev-
ery year we had to have epi-
demics of cholera infantum and
cholera morbus, In the old Board
of Health reports, we are always
being warned that there is cho-
lera in Boston, and in New ork
Harbor, and ‘We must be pre-
pared for a siege of cholera.’
These diseases are extremely rare
today.
“We used to see many, many
children. I al-
ways wanted to do something for
them. When I saw the farms
where the milk used to he pre-
pared, my heart sickened. I won-
dered how people drank it and
lived. I belonged to the first so-
ciety to have milk stations in
Worcester, in the Summer, to
which Dr. R. G. Ward, Dr.
Charles Nichols, and many other
interested people belonged, Now
milk Is so well-cared-for that
we do not need the stations.

continues
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“But is has not been so long
ago that people did not think it
necessary to sterilize or pasteur-
ize milk. One of the worst epi-
demics in the state happened only
13 years ago.

“A milk-borne siege of septic
sore throat broke out in Lee,
Mass.,, my own home town, Of the
four thousand inhabitants, near«
ly one thousand were ill with it,
On a peaceful Sunday afternoon,
an old friend called me, saying,
‘May, come at once. Bring all
the nurses you can get, and in-

struments. People are dying. It is
septic sore throat’ At 4 o'clock
she telephoned, and the nurses
and I met her in Springfield at 6.
We were in by 9 at night.”

As Dr. Holmes was about to go
on her holidays, and there were
few patients at the hospital, she™
gathered together about 20 nurses
all from this city. A hospital, with
beds and cots, blankets, sheets,
all the equipment that the strick-
en town could collect hastily, was
organized by Dr. Holmes, in the
high school building, with boilers
for sterilizing secured from some
source,

Her nurses were trained for
contagious and infectious dis-
eases, and weré not afraid of
them. As for Dr. Holmes, this
was one of the emergencies for
which her life, character, and
training  had, prepared her. And
Lee is most grateful to Worces-
ter, her nurses, and especially to
Dr. Holmes, who saved hundreds
of lives there, just as she has
saved them here, especially at

the time of the diphtheria
scourge.

“IN THE early days, we had diph-
theria and scarlet fever at
the hospital. We began taking
measles, and we found, as the
need arose, that we had to break
our rules and take mumps and
whooping cough. Now since we
have modern equipment for the
care of such troubles, and proper
quarantine for disease, we take
erysipelas, septic sore throat, and
all streptococcus infections, as
well as a few infantile cases. That
our iron lung, the Drinker res-
pirator, has saved at least one
life, we are certain,” continued
Dr. Holmes. X
“Though contagious diseascs
are so evidently dropping in num-
ber, we always have somethirg
hanging over our heads. Pesti-
lence eternally follows war. In
the present world war, both Eng-

"land and Germany have beenm

most successful in avoiding dis-
eases that might have been ex-
pected. And we ourselves have
got to be prepédred for any fyuture
emergency. It is a satisfactioh to
know that Belmont is ready.” !

Dr. Holmes is a member of the
Worcester Woman's Club;™which
organized the Belmont Aid So-
ciety, of which Mrs. Eugene W,
Esten, 6 Monterey road, is presi-
dent. She is also a member of
the Worcester Women's Republi.
can Club.

Among her interests, beside the
hospital and the herbs, are "books

Sunday Telegram
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of all kinds. She has collected
many first editions and rare
books, including a fore-edge edi-
tion of Byron's poems. This book,
when the thumb is run over the
fore-edge, shows an exquisite tiny
painting of Venice. She has also
enthusiastically collected early
American glass, and many minia«
ture figures and objects. Much of
this will go to the Cape, where
she and Miss Sargent will busy
themselves with growing herbs
for culinary purposes,

What the hospital will do withe
out Dr. Holmes, no one knows,
Under the government of the
Board of Health up to 1939, it
now has a Board of Trustees, with
Dr. Samuel C, Gwynne as presi-
dent. This board is made up of
three members from the Board of
Health, three from the city gov-
ernment, and three members-at-
large.

Dr, Holmes has had a long, bril-
liant” and sometimes difficult,
career. Working with sixteen dif-
ferent mayors, adjusting herself
to many personalities, and finally
building up a plant worth more
than a million and a quarter dol-
lars, one could say, with the early
doctor, “Here is a woman who has
done everything.”

* %k 3k

Not mentioned in the foregoing article is the major and important role she played in the influenza epidemic in
Worcester in 1918-19. A good example of her dedication and readiness to go the extra mile is reflected in the
following article pertaining to an epidemic of septic sore throat in 1926 in the town of Lee, Mass., which
happens to have been the town in which she grew up. Dr. Holmes and a group of local nurses responded to a
call for help from the town. The story was followed in the column by a note on the role of the Red Cross in the
same crisis.

Apologies are due for the poor quality of the “video.” Sometimes newsprint captured electronically from
microfilm and emailed to one’s home PC doesn’t quite work out, but usually it does and the product is good.
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CITY PHYSICIANS,
NURSES FIGHTING

11 1420

Call For Aid From
Stricken Village

DEATH TOLL NOW 16
Workers Rapidly Getting

Latest Reports Say

In answer to the call for assistance
sent by officials doctors in

physicians from the Belmont
tion hospital, four of its nurses, and
four other private wnurses in the city,
have gone to the little ' Massachusetts
community which has been stricken
with an epidemic of scentic sore
throat. Sixteen deatnhs were reported
up to yesterday, and 600 :n the town
are ill.

Dr. Saleme Holmes, superintendent
of the Isolation hospital received an
urgent plea for assistance on Sunday
and went immediately with Dr. Anna
De Armit. Two nurses accompanied
them, Miss Catherine McCann, and
Miss Bessie Bourdelaise. On Monday,
in response to a telephone call from
Dr. Holmes, the quartet were Jjoined
by Miss Margaret Prendergast and Miss
Sylvia . Lyons.

Monday night the Worcester physi-
clan telephoned again, requesting her
staff to find more nurses from the
Worcester registry. Yesterday, Miss
Ella Dickinson and Miss Esther Dick-
inson, sisters, graduates of City hos-
pital; Miss A. Aceby and Miss Mary
Sullivan, graduates of St. Vincent hos-
pital, answered the call.

Dr. Holmes did wnot telephone the

hospital up to a late hour :ast night.
She renorted on Mondav nioht +hat

Isola-

EPIDEMIC AT LEE

Ten From Worcester Heedé

Situation Under Control .|

Lee, two !

Worcester Telegram
Jul-11-1926

Dr. Holmes did not telephone the
hospital up to a late hour :asv night.
She reported on Monday night that
they were rapidly getting tne situa-
tion Into control, but that the nurses
were extremely busy.

Health authorities under

whom the

Worcester nurses and physicians are;
working, reported thet the spread of |
ihe disesse whose origin €
Deer defrite’r gorertaim
e, T desth of

v A -~ -
nger from the

on was the fourth victim of the
Three others died in
The majority of those

have been over 60

Red Cross Offers To
Aid in Lee

E pidemic
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Dr. May S. Holmes

To Resign May 19

- Successor to Belmont
Superintendent Sought

B=2lmont Hospital trustees an-
nounced yesterday they are seek-

years, (
upen reaching the age |

Dr. Samuel C. Gw
dent of the board, said the trus-
tees havz asked the superintend-
ents .of hospitals in Worcester and
the heads of various medical or-
ganizations and journals to post
notices o. the impending vacanc .

Should Apply by March 15

Applications should be ad-
dressed to the president of the
Board of Trustees, Belmont .Ic
pital, and should be sent not later
than March 15, Dr. Gwynne said.
The board, he added, will me-»t
March 20 to begin consideration
of candidates.

Only those who have de... 2
position of responsibility in the
field of .hospital administration
an who can furnish a reference
from an official of the Am rican
College of Surgeons or the Ame=-
ican Hospital Association as to
competence to be superintendc 't
of Belmont Hospital will be eli-
gihle, Dr. Gwynne ceclared.

ishe received her degree.
‘Blackwell Sistéers were the first

Telegram
Mar-02-1941

The board will be inclined to
give preference to male appli-
cants, since rem »ers said it prob-
ably would be difficult to find
another .;oman with the com-
bined medical and administra-
tive background of Dr. Jolmes.

The position pays $4000 a year,
and maintenance.

Dr. Holmes, in her long ad-
ministration, has seen the hos-
pital grow from an institution
of two pavilions for scarlet fe :r
and diphtheria and an adminis-
trative building to a group of 10
buildings.

Fine Tuberculosis Ward

Its tuberculosis ward, when
added in 1914, was described as
one of the finest municipal-sup-
ported institutions of its kind in
the country.

Dr. Holmes, a native of Lee,
attended Smith College for fwo
years and then went to Black-
well, Sisters College from which
The

women physicians in New York.
They later closed their college
when Cornell moved its medical
erhanl t6 New York.

The modern reader will marvel at the explicit statement, in the fifth paragraph, of the trustees’
preference for male applicants to replace the woman who held the position its first 44 - years.
They were successful in finding a man thought to be suitable. The next superintendent was Dr.
Huston K. Spangler.
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Dr. May S.
Taken by

Was Superintendent of Belmont
Hospital for 44 Years

Dr. May Salona Holmes, 73,
ing as superintendent of Belmont Hospital for 44 years, died in
City Hospital at 2 o’clock this morning. She entered the hospi-
tal Monday for treatment for a heart condition.

- Holmes, a girl of 25, dark eyed,

Holmes
Death

who retired in 1941 after serv-

Funeral arrangements are in-
complete.

Born at Lee, Dr. Holmes re-
ceived her early education there
and then attended Smith College.
She left Smith after completing
two years work, to attend the
Women’s Medical College of the
New York City Infirmary, found-
ed by the Blackwell sisters.

The Blackwell sisters were
New York’s first women phy-
sicians. They closed their college
when Cornell moved its medical
school to New York.

Dr. Holmes served her in-
ternship ‘at Memorial Hospital.

It was in 1896 when Dr.

capable, and good looking, made
application to head the small
Belmont Hospital which the city
was building for contagious cases
“way out in the country.”

Dr. Holmes wanted the place
because she had achieved con-
siderable success with the con-
tagious cases, the typhoids and
the pneumonias at Memorial.

She became its first head. It
had three small wooden build-
ings on three and one-half acres
of land. She guided its growth
until she left in 1941, when it
had nine modern fireproof build-

{last two years under a Board of

‘lin.combating a terrible epidemic

Worcester Telegram
Apr-04-1943

Continued from Page Onel

Dr. Holmes served under 16
mayors, under a number of
boards of health, and for' her

1 Trustees.
In 1936 employes of the hos-
pital placed & bronze plaque

dedicated to her in the Holmes
building in the hospital group.
1 Dr. Holmes was a member of
"the Worcester Woman’s Club and
of ‘the Weorcester Women’s Re-
[publlcan Club.
i But her chief interest through
‘her life was the hospital and its
patients.
Fought Epidemic in ’07
She was eminently successful

of diphtheria which swept Wor-
cester in 1907. She also had re-
markable success with membran-
ous croup, a type of diphtheria
formerly much more common and '

" more often fatal than now.

.Since -her retirement she has'['

ings, modern equipment, and cpenf -more time with her be-!

. : stood on forty-seven and one- loved -.collection of rare books
D W& 8 RS Who dll-eid half acres of land. and first editions, and in thel
early this morning. Turn to DR. HOLMES, Page Thirteen | sunimer: sultvaling Herbs (
{
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‘lhluWodmda

For Dr. Hblmes

The fumﬂ o! Dr. lhy Salou

t
mhounatunchapelmw-
tnndulldly'rtmday

hoauh and, for the last two
herofadmlnhtnw g ”.a

board n
w the three hnndrel thousand
ar three-story isolation
m completed at the hospital
structure was named the
Salona Holmes Building, and the
hosplul em loyes honored Dr.

A ng & tablet in the

dln¢ s bnry “in apprecia-
g’on“o( her devotion and service

' ."

She was born in Lee, daughter
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Morrison
A. Holmes. Her father was con-
nected with the American Mis-

_sionary Association and was sta-

tioned in - Charleston, 8. C., for
the last 20 years of his life.

Dr. Holmes was a student at
Smith College in the class of
1894, but she left Smith after
two years to fulfill an early am-
bition to make medicine her
career. Although it was con-
sidered “not quite nice” for a

|came to Worcester to serve a
_ {lqau interneship at Memorial

Evening Gazette
Apr-05-1943

young woman to enter the medi-
cal profession in those days, she
peuevend and entered the Wom-
an's Medical College of the New
York City Infirmary, founded by
the Blackwell sisters, early fem-
inists, who made it possible for
women to have medical careers.

It was here that she obtained

| her M. D.

After receiving her degree she

ospital under Dr. Lois Nelson.
In the fall of 1896, James C.
Coffey, first paid execuuve of the
Board - of ealth, looked for
somebody to head the city's iso-
lation hospital then bejng built
on Belmont Hill, considered in
those da’yl, “amy out in the

Imes, who had achjeved
lueoo. at. Hoanlul 1n
the treatment of dis«
eases, made application for the
position, She was warmly rec-
ommended by Dr. Nelson and
was nppolnted the first superin-
tendent. She was then 25. .

She was a member of the Wor-
cester Woman’s Club and the
g}:rbc:elter Women's Republlcan-

Since her rctirernent che ha:l
made her home in Orleans on
Cape Cod with.a niece, Miss May
Sargent. Besides Miss Sargent,
she leaves a nephew, Richard
Sargent of Tonasket, Wash.
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