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Rosabelle Jacobus (1870-1951) 

Rosabelle Jacobus came to Worcester in 1906 from New York to assume the position of 
superintendent of nurses for the Worcester Society for District Nursing, the forerunner of today’s 
Visiting Nurses Association.  She held that position for 37 years before retiring in 1943.   

She played a prominent role in the influenza crisis of 1918-19.  Below her obituary notice is an 
article from the Evening Gazette showing her outspoken and forceful role in the controversy 
surrounding an upcoming decision by the Board of Health about lifting the ban on public gatherings 
in schools, churches, theatres, and the like.    

A study of the influenza pandemic in the United States by the University of Michigan Center for the 
History of Medicine and Michigan Publishing found ten articles in which she was mentioned (here). 

   

 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/idx/f/flu?type=simple&q1=Person%20--%20Jacobus,%20Rosabelle&rgn=full+text
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The lifting of the ban was postponed as a result of the outcry, but only for a few days. Further 
evidence of the gradual easing of the problem led the Board to take that step some four days later. 

 
 


