WorcesterThen.com

Rosabelle Jacobus (1870-1951)

Rosabelle Jacobus came to Worcester in 1906 from New York to assume the position of
superintendent of nurses for the Worcester Society for District Nursing, the forerunner of today’s
Visiting Nurses Association. She held that position for 37 years before retiring in 1943.

She played a prominent role in the influenza crisis of 1918-19. Below her obituary notice is an
article from the Evening Gazette showing her outspoken and forceful role in the controversy
surrounding an upcoming decision by the Board of Health about lifting the ban on public gatherings
in schools, churches, theatres, and the like.

A study of the influenza pandemic in the United States by the University of Michigan Center for the
History of Medicine and Michigan Publishing found ten articles in which she was mentioned (here).
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Miss Jacobus Dies,
Former Director
Of Nursing Society
Miss Rosabelle Jacobus, 81, of
14 Mdoin monhc direc-
tor of the Wo Society for
District Nursing, died yesterday
in The Memorial Hospital.
She was associated with public
nursing for many years and with

the nursing society as executive
for 37 years, retiring in

' February, 1943,

In May, 1942, she was awarded
of Master
of Civic Service-by Clark .Uni-
versity, In part it read: “As su-

ent of this society, Miss

perinterid
Jacobus has helped it grow into.

an organization with a staff of 50
workers, and a yearly budget in
excess of $100,000. The healing
care of this, society, directed by
Miss Jacobus, has brought health
and hope to thousands of bur-
dened families of Worcester.”

Born in Jersey City

Miss Jacobus was born in Jer-
sey City Heights, formerly Old
Bergen, N. J,, daughter of the

te John Otis and Rosene (Nu-
blette) Jacobus, She attended
the public schools of Bergen, in-
cluding the Bergen School for
Girls at Jersey City Heights, and
was graduated from the Jersey
City High School.

Following her graduation from
the high school she went into

nursing. She attended the train-

ing school connected with the
New York Post Graduate Hospi-
tal, and was graduated from the
institution in 1892,
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Following
employed at the Church  of Sea
and Land in New York's Lower
East Side, and later became con-
nected with ithe Henry Street
Settlement in New York City
where she remained 12.years.

She fame here in 1906 with

quatlon she was

\| Worcester South District Nursing

Society. :

She - leaves a nephew, F. H.
Brownell Jr. of Chatham, N. J,,
and two Mrs. George
Smith of Upper Montclair, N. J.,
and | Mrs. Donald Turnball of
Chatham.

Memberships

Miss Jacobus was a meémber of
the New York 'Post Graduate
Alumnae, New York State Nurses
Association, American Nurses
Association, League for Nursing
Education, American Red Cross,
Massachusetts State Nursing As-
sociation, Worcester  County
Nurses Association, Henry Street
Settlement Alumni Association,
New York, National Organization
for Public Health Nursing, and
Massachusetts Organization for
Public Health Nursing. .
. Also, Worcester Quota Club |-
and’ Monday Evening Club for
Social Workers. She was a for- |,
mer member of Worcester Wom=
an's Club and Worcester Business |,
Woman's Club. ]

Funeral services will be held
at 3.30 p. m, Wednesday at Ses- |,
sions ‘Chapel, 71 Pleasant street. |
Rev. Stuart Haskins of Chestnut
Street Congregational Church |-
will officiate. Burial will be in
Montclair. There are no visiting
hours. "



https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/idx/f/flu?type=simple&q1=Person%20--%20Jacobus,%20Rosabelle&rgn=full+text
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PLACES, SAYS

RIDICULOUS TO REOPEN

PEN PUBLIC
NURSE JACOBUS

With Nurses, Doctors, Canteen Workers and Other Helpers Wor
Out, She Asks Whe Will Attend Sick in a Recrudescence

“It is absolutely ridiculous to think of
yet lifting the ban on the closing of pub-
lice places,” sald Miss Rosabelle Jacobus,
supervisor of Worcester soclety for dis-
llrlcl nursing, who with her capable staft
‘of nurses has beéen working night and
day to relleve the sick and suffering af-

fected by the e‘)ldemlc. .

*“Things are clearing up, but it has not
‘yet cleared off; things are better, but it
is not over,”” sald Miss Jacobus in speak-
ing of conditlons at the present time. “if
schools, churches, theaters and other
public places reopen Monday, {t may mean
another outbreak of influenza.”

Things are now being hapdled quite
well, but with nurses, octors, canteen
workers and A1l who have come to the
call in this emergency, worn out, |t
| might be impossible to handle another
such trying situation. On the staff of dis-
trict nurses four nurses are (ll. and
things are about all they can handle.
I Miss Jacobus thinks that as long as the
|step for the safety of the public was
taken and things have been closed for the
‘[\us( two weeks, It should continue until
[the climax has passed and until the

clty

s out of danger. With =chools and
movies opening people would flock to
them. many of them convalescing, and
would expose fhundreds to this dis-
case, that has taken 50 many.
School children would come from
homes where there (s sickness. and
the city Is exposed to great danger, and

another more terrible outbreak than the
first if the ban is not Kkept on until this
critical period is entirely passed. "Every-

one Is worn out,”” said Miss Jacobus yes-
terday, “and people are exhausted, and
who would care for others who would be
stricken? I have been In houses where
six and seveh are {ll in one room, with
no one to give them a drink, no one to
help them. Thls sickness has struck al-
most évery home, one, two and three In
a single family being ill, and
familles it has been fatal to more

one member, Deaths are still occurring,
and we are yet in great danger,” says
Miss Jacobus, There are now about 25
workers on the staff, and while all are
not graduated nurses these workers have
been of ﬁren help..

Even with the danger passing, there
are from 2 to 30 new cases each day,
and with the old casea it is about all the
society can handle. Generous donations
have greatly helped conditions, There is
still great need of alcohol, and will be.
While some donations have been gener-
ous in this line, more will be needed.
This hax beeen a great druin on the treas-
ury of the society, for treatment has been
expensive, and there was so large a call
for remedies. 'rm} treasury will need gen-
¢rous and many ’donations to continue
work thru the winter.

The society will begin, as soon as the
danger Is passed, follow up work, They
will see that their tients continué to
abide by rules sest down by the nurses,
and as many cases that needed attention
previous to this., have come to thelr at-
1 tention thege will be kept in mind and all
will be recorded. Miss Jacobus, speaking
of the past few weeks, sxays she never re-
members anything worse than conditions
in the city.

The lifting of the ban was postponed as a result of the outcry, but only for a few days. Further

evidence of the gradual easing of the problem led the Board to take that step some four days later.




