Samuel Swett Green (1837-1918)

Samuel Swett Green, a nephew of Dr. John Green, the founder and prime benefactor of the
Worcester Free Library which opened in 1860, was appointed director of the library in 1867 and
assumed the title librarian in 1871, a position he held until 1909. He is also considered to be the
“father of library reference work,” because of his work on proper techniques of cataloging. Below
are two links to websites regarding the man and his work.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel Swett Green
https://upclosed.com/people/samuel-swett-green/

AFTER I.ﬂNh‘ USEFUL LIFE

ly Known as Head of Worcester Free Public Library Founded

Swett Green, aged 81 years, 10
the and 18 days, librarian emeritus of
Worcester free public library since
M widely known In this country

because of his career as a li-
, died last night at 7.20 o'clock In
bhall sanitarium, 19 King street,
he had been a patient the last 10

. Green's home, 12 Harvard street,
md been his home the greatest part of
Bis life, except when he was away at col-
It was there he delighted to live In
remifiscent memories of his long and
life, coupled with association
which was close to the heart of the best
the welfare of Worcester. He leaves a
., James Green, an attorney,
home is at 61 Elm street.
venerable man becaune so il that it
deemed best to remove him 1o a sani-
m, and tho everything was done to
his eventful life, his death last
t was not unexpected. It will be
ed with sadness, not only in Worces-
but in the wider circles thruout the
try where his name and work had
known to multitudes.

the brother, Atty. Green,
Worcester, Mr. Green
3 leaves a nephew
and niece, Dr. Jolin Green, Jr., and Miss

Elszabeth Green, children of Dr. John
Green, a brother, whe died in 1913 in St.
Louls. Mr. Green was never married. His
er died in 1901. Mr. Green had al-

y% kept the family home
B.-rnuel Swett Green was born In
Worcester, Feb. 2, 1837, a son of James
and Elzabeth (Bwett) Green. The family
of which he was born was descended
§ Thomas Green, who ¢ame to Amer-
_from England in the 17th century.
family was connected thru the years
prominently with the life of the

unity.
dncle, Dr. John Green, founded in
thru liberal gifts of books and money,
free public library and it was opened
the public in 1880, thq:next year oc-
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z‘n( the building erected for the pur-
on Elm street.
T The ate Senator George Frisbie Hoar
once sald: ““There is no city so great or
ed that it does not wear its Ii-
as the chief jewel in its crown,
this sentiment well expresses the
of the people of Worcester to-
their free public library, of which
i . Green was so much a part and with
"which he was so long and so brilllantly
aasociated.
‘When Mr. Green took charge of the
.nry in 18571, it was still in its Infancy

made liftle Impression

‘on the community. In nearly every sec-
& of the country, but especia in
orcester county, the Green family made
Bistory to which the venerable lbrarian
pointed with pride.
Members of the generation, second to
M- Greén, early settled in Worcester
ty and for more than two centuries
n\mbﬂ- have made their abode with-
in the counts confines. One of them, Capt.
# Green, who was born in 1670, was
mthe founders of the town o
. Green hill, Worcester, was
Ill\od for another
Dr. Thomas Green, born in 1699 was
of the famed surgeons of his time.
m son, .grandson and great grandson,
each among the foremost surgeons
the state, and Dr. John Green, St
. is. brother of Samuel 8., became one
the foremost eye surgeons of the Mis-
valley. The son, Dr. John, Jr,
erred to above, I8 a ‘successful pnc-
of medicine in St. Louds.
Bamuel Swett Green was a cousin of the
New York financier and engineer, Andrew
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Green, a native of Worcester,
became fondly known as “the father
ter New York."™
. Green's grandmother was a daugh-
f Dr. John Sprague, Boston, whose
ts came to Charlestown fn 1639
, Devonshire, England, abott
before the
first Thomas Green

in the United States. Mr. Green
”mugndtd & school taught by Mrs.
X Haywood, this being discontinuea
, and he was sent for several years
school managed by Mrs. Sarah B.

"It was from this private school that
he passed into a public grammar ool

. on Thomas street. which during his
there was under the care of Caleb
Metcalf. He went next to the only
school then in Worcester, graduat-

‘ fn 1864, to at once enter Harvard col-

i Mr. Green graduated from Harvard in 4
In the early sum nex
ear he salled from Boston for !
hu.mnfonmha.m
m:o. He visited Connn‘h&.m:l this
among other places
and munodhomoum-om.

Remaining in Worcester for two >
:nd studies In Harv {

years later was graduated from the di-

I.t‘-eboora.tﬂnrvud when he was draft-

cause of deiicate health, was
debarred from entering

the ‘army. In 1570 he took the degree
master of arts at the university, and June
28, 1877, was chosen an honorary member
of.nl"hl beta kappa soclety by the Har-
v er,
He another trip to Europe after
ending his college course, and he made
trips, also, to the old world in 18§77, 1502,
1903, 1904 and 1906. Mr. Green's travels in-
cluded extensive visitf in numerous
tions of the !'nited Etates and Alaska.
He became bookkeeper in Mechanics na-
tional bank, Worcester, in 1864, and a few
months later was appointed teller of
Worcester national bank, occu
this position several years, He declined
n ffered position as successor to Johm

2

}

His first conn n,
library was Jan. 1, 186/, when he be-,
came director, and Jan. 15, 1571, he be-|
came librarian of the institution. !
history of the library* under his dlmt-|
ing hand and care is one of the tradi-
tional contributions to the history of
Worcester.

From its, quiet and modest beginning,
Mr. Green witnessed and participated in

From its, quiet and modest DegINNINE,
Mr. Green witnessed and participated in
the rapid '

srowth of the lMbrary

in size and efMiciency, its scope was wid-
ened and its methods were constantly im- |,

pred
feasibility of Mr. Green’'s ideas in con-
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pmtv:t c.lur;:'x M.lon long administrat
0 t ore long Nﬁm neog’n
as one of the foremest libraries the

country.
Few availed themselves of its advan-
ear! of Mr. Green's
, people gen-
erally did not know what use tbg.mld
make of it, but steadily under care
of Mr. Green the institution changed In
this respect. It was Mr. Green who first
began to instil into the minds of the peo-
ple that a library is not merely a re-
ceptacle for bpoks and an unity
for students, but a place for people to
obtain Information and help on ques-

ing books of refe
ing room attractive and above all, his ef-
fort was directed toward making the 1i-
brary popular thru a spirit cordial
and hoanitahla welcome for every visitor.

Mr. Green became a recognised author-
ity among librarians. He was a ploneer
in bringing aboat inter-library loans and
the large use of photographs and engrav.
ings In suppléementing the value of books
He won unbounded favor

thru his success

in bringing the library In closer touch
with the school system.

These were some of the things Into
which was struck the keynote of the policy
of Mr. Green in his early days as a libra-
rian. No better indication of his sigual
fitness for the position was found than in
his clear preception at the wery begluning
of his of | eareer of what the chief alms
of what a library shonld be.

Mr. Green led the field of his fellow-
Iibrarians in recognizing the awakening
need of such development as he inaugu-
rated in the Worcester institution and In
1876, at a in ?hl!uhlmh. where
the American I ion was
formed, he read a paper advocating closer
R he detorioed the. srustion waleh had

e practice w
been followed in Worcester several years.

This paper maoe a profound
at the time and it bseame one of the tm-
portant documeits having to do with the

early development

of the library system in this country.
Almost at once, it is stated, the recom-
mendations guggested llr. Green were

coygntry, the discussion being a subject of
large

and mm leading newspapers of
the country commented on It.

Mr. Green's ideas, then outlined, have
since been followed in Worcester, with the
conrequent result that Mr. Green's early

ictions have borme rich fruit. The

nection with close and halpful relations

between the library and the public schoois, |
was questioned for a time, but time has|

revealed thai the demonstmation of his



plan proved of great benefit, both to'
teachers and to puplls.

The idea has found big result thru the
placing collections of books in the schools
to guide the students in their work, and
the plan has worked so well, as originated
by Mr. Green, that it has become an ac-
cepted principle of library economy In
great library centers abread, ag well as
in the United States.

These and countless other contributions
were the part which Mr. Green took in
his long

years of demonstration

in aid of the library movement, not only
in Waorcester, but in other parts of the
United States and abroad He was one
of the founders of the American library
association, of which he was u life-fellow,
For many years he was chairman of the
finance committee of that body, and for
Lwo termé was vice premdent of the as-
soclation.

He was president of the sssociation in
189 and that year he at the
annual meeting in St ¥

The Library institute = soclety of
which he was an orﬁml ,dlo-. Tho
insutute was founded 1906 for only the
most distinguished librariane of the
United States. He was a de to the
international congress of b s in the
eariy 0's, before the close of which the
Library association of tne United king-
d:m was ;omcd. and Mr }?:un Was
chosen an onong member. W‘:
for a day over the worid's congress
librarians in 1887, in London.

In 1850 he was appointad by Gov. John
Q. A. Brackett, an original member of the
free public llbnz commissmon, to which
he was reappointed in 158 and 19. Among
Rhis other ofMces about that time

was on the committee

of overseers of Harvard university, who
select the library for the college, and a
similar position with the Boston public

ry.

The fame which he gained for the
Worcester !ibrary has extended over the
world. The llbna methods of Worces-
ter have been studied in the department
of the Seine. Green's advice v‘,

the t o

professor m advocating the
introduction of popular libraries in his
country.

This is a list of societiés with which Mr,
Green has been conneotsd; Royal histor-
fcal society of Great Britain, of which he
war a fellow, the American antiquarian
soclety. American historical association,
Colonial society of Massachusetts and ot
the national organisatien known as De-

scengants of colonial ; New
England historical-x =3 soclety of
which

he was a life member,

| was the first lieutenant
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which he withdrew: a former mmr
the School for classic muﬂz at 4
a corresponding member of the National
geographical soclety. a member of the
American social scie 2

War A mAa
olution; has n a charter member and

at its first gemeral court and the
dinner which followed; a member of the
University ¢iuD or 1sosten since its organ-
ization; original member of the Worcester

ber of Wor association for mu-
tual aid In detective thieves: member of

the board of trustees of Le acad-
emy ; assisted in formatjon of t

ter high school association. and was its
rst of the

. Green has been a member and

rdnt of the Worcester art society,
e was A member of the committee of
three asked by Stephem Balisbury to

consult with him.
%oot arrangements for
orcester art museum and to help
choice of the list of cerporators
the museum was organized he

11

Archaeolorical institute of Armarioa #=am

the position of trustes bdut

At two different ti for several years
he was treasurer J'R. Wortester nat-
|ural history society amd has been for
many yeéars a trustee of the W r
county institution for savings. In he
| was made second vice president of the
| Wo r Harvard club, and Jn 1804 a
first vice president.

h
librarians and has long |
stories mhg te "“"'m
“Library alds” Y and

he wrote an appendix

to his 4th II-
H-..‘m report on “Public

“The of in libraries
N 0

n B e S
librarians and o smm

H
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e has m.dm.-
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